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Preface 


Colonialism in Africa did not end with the lowering of foreign flags. Education, rather than being designed to empower African societies, was frequently structured to weaken confidence in indigenous systems, diminish cultural pride, and detach successive generations from their own histories and innate local capabilities.


Alongside this educational orientation, African economies were deliberately positioned to serve narrowly defined roles within a global system, namely producers of raw materials and consumers of finished goods manufactured elsewhere. Over time, this dual process of mental and economic conditioning shaped how Africans came to understand their place in the world, limiting both self-belief and the imagination of value creation beyond primary production. 


Crucially, the attainment of political independence did not dismantle these inherited structures. Long after the end of formal colonial rule, many African countries remained locked into the same economic arrangements and modes of thinking—patterns that continue to influence economic priorities and development strategies.


This series was therefore developed to help tertiary institutions confront a central challenge of our time, namly preparing graduates for an economy with limited formal employment, while nurturing the attitudes required for ethical wealth generation, taming corruption and building a critical mass of entrepreneurs that will sustain the effort to debalkanise Africa. Through complementary online materials, tertiary students are guided beyond job-seeking towards opportunity creation, value generation, and active participation in their country’s economic transformation.
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Introduction 


This story entertains while opening your eyes to what truly matters after graduation, namely finding meaningful work.


It introduces a simple but powerful principle behind starting a meaningful business, becoming an effective leader, or choosing the right career path. The story then takes you into the real world you are about to enter, showing how to find real opportunities and navigate a challenging environment often marked by competition, job losses, corruption, and wrong ideas about wealth.


Along the way, it guides you on how to make good choices and contribute positively to your country’s growth and development.


A must-read story for any tertiary student preparing for life beyond the classroom.


Part I: Opportunities at Tertiary Level
The Illustrious Student
Mr and Mrs Ariko had become accomplished parents; all their children were in tertiary institutions except Eric, their firstborn, who had completed his studies and was working. Rita was studying Law in the same university where Richard, her cousin, was completing a degree course in Human Medicine.
Clare, Rita’s twin sister, was studying a Bachelor of Arts degree in a different university. It was relatively new; Clare’s group was its seventeenth intake. But young as it was, the institution was already making an important contribution to the country; it had become fairly competitive in training and research. Besides, it had transformed the surrounding villages into a beehive of economic activity. 
While still in her early teen years, Rita, together with her siblings, came for mentoring at the same university where she was now a Law student. This was under the tutelage of a young German expatriate, Dr Dietrich Kip. Rita was an innocent girl then. But now, eight years later, the story was different; she was a prospective fiancée to her former mentor.
Although Dr Kip had long returned to his native country, he stayed in touch with Ariko’s children. His communication with Rita intensified after she joined university; they heard from each other almost on a daily basis. But this young lady was so discreet that even her twin sister remained largely unaware of the unfolding intimacy. True to her nature, Rita kept a low profile at the university, focusing largely on her studies.
Clare was quite the opposite; she was sociable and outgoing. But her most distinguishing trait lay probably in her entrepreneurial inclinations. In her first semester, within a few weeks of relocating to her residential hostel, Clare started plaiting others’ hair for a fee; she was good at it, and yet charged relatively cheap.
Those she worked on became her ‘billboards’, effectively advertising her works to others. With time, her room became a functional salon, especially after she secured a small loan through her brother, Eric. She proceeded to compensate her room-mate, who then relocated. She went on to equip the room with the necessary basics for a salon. In the end, Clare, too, found herself with no choice but to relocate her bedding elsewhere.
Although modest in outlook, Clare’s salon maintained commendable hygiene. Before joining university, she had learnt of how towels used in hair salons, if improperly washed, could pass on difficult-to-cure scalp infections from one client to another. These microbial infections, according to the victims who appeared on a popular television programme, cause inflammation of the scalp and ultimately loss of hair! Indeed, the victims had lost all their hair, something that frightened Clare a great deal.
The hygiene in her salon was traceable probably to this fear; she ensured that all the used towels in her salon were soaked first in boiled water, and then left standing overnight in a detergent, before being washed. She had several sets of these materials.
That extra mile Clare went to ensure hygiene in her salon did not go unrewarded; her services became more popular. She even hired an extra person, in addition to a friend who was helping her. Clare herself worked mostly on weekends. Monday to Friday were for studies, while evenings were for sports. Her parents tried to ensure that she adhered to this loose arrangement that they had agreed on.
That business, which Clare ran for the whole of her first year, made her well-known among female students. Her main problem was that many of her friends kept on borrowing money from her, without paying it back. This, however, did not upset her much probably because she was earning money continually and, besides, she was still relatively young; at 19 years of age, she was just turning into an adult.
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Nurturing a Science-Minded Generation: During Initial Years of Secondary School
This captivating children’s story reveals that science is an extension of God’s invisible hand, present all around us, waiting to be used to solve the problems within our communities and society.

For children who love science, it builds a deep conviction that science is not just a pathway to employment, but a calling to make a real difference. For those drawn to the arts, it inspires confidence to appreciate and advocate for greater investment in science as a key to national development.

By nurturing curiosity, creativity, and problem-solving skills, this story shapes your child into an innovative, forward-thinking learner, who is ready to thrive in the Artificial Intelligence–driven world, where success depends on the ability to think, create, adapt and solve problems.

Quality Career Guidance: During Adolescence 
This inspiring story helps teenagers discover who they are, believe in themselves, and plan for a better future.

It helps learners build self-belief, make informed career choices, and develop attitudes that protect them from self-destructive behaviours. The book also reinforces pride in African identity while linking learning to real-life challenges and opportunities.

Learners are further connected to online resources that help them see local problems as opportunities for innovation, job creation, and honest wealth building.

An effective tool for nurturing confident, responsible, and opportunity-oriented learners.

Nurturing a Competitively Productive Generation: During Final Years of Secondary School
In just a few years, today’s students will enter a world shaped by Artificial Intelligence. To succeed, they will need more than exam results—they will need the right mind-set and skills.

This inspiring story promotes digital and AI literacy in a simple, engaging way. It helps young people build confidence, think creatively, and learn how to become life-long learners.

By the end of the book, learners are guided to online training that builds data awareness, practical data skills, and clear career guidance for opportunities in AI.

A timely guide for preparing young people for the future of work.
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