THIRTY FIVE MINUTE DISCUSSIONS
 
 
 
 
PROOF OF THE DIVINITY OF JESUS
 
 Romans 1:1–4 Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the Holy Scriptures, concerning his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh and was declared to be the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness by His resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, What do those few verses from Romans one mean? We could paraphrase them by saying; Jesus was proved to be the Son of God when the power of God raised Him from the dead. In His union with the Holy Spirit, death was not able to hold Him because He had never sinned. The New Testament says the sting of death is sin. No sin means no death. Jesus volunteered to die for us.
 
 We can lose sight of the fact the main purpose of the Gospel of of Christ is the abolition of death. Paul makes it very clear in his second letter to Timothy. 2 Timothy 1:9,10 The purpose and grace which was given to us in Christ Jesus before time began. But is now made manifest by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath abolished death, and hath brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. The Hebrew of the word abolished, means to render inoperative. In the letter to the Hebrews again, Paul explains the purpose of the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus. Hebrews 2:14,15 Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took part of the same; that through death he might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil; and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death. Let us think back to Christ's crucifixion.
 
  
What was the immediate major event at Christ's death? It is recorded in Mathew’s Gospel. Mathew 27:50–53 And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice, and yielded up His spirit. Then, behold, the veil of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom; and the earth quaked, and the rocks were split, and the graves were opened; and many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised; and coming out of the graves after His resurrection, they went into the holy city and appeared to many. God’s immediate response at the very instant of the death of His Son, was the demonstration of the abolition of death. Proof of the successful fulfillment of Christ’s mission. 
The focus then turns to us. Mathew 10:8 Our job description; Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, drive out demons. Freely you have received; freely give. That was spoken to the twelve disciples. At the very end of Mathew Jesus instructs the twelve to go to all nations...teaching them to observe all the commands He had given them. We are to be ready. alert daily, for these works of power in our relationship with the Father, the Son the Holy Spirit. Beware of too much knowledge and no power. 1 Corinthians 4:20 For the kingdom of God is not a matter of talk but of power.
 
THE BEGINNING
 
The Hebrew name of the book of Genesis is the same as its first word — Bereshit (In the beginning). We can miss the fact water was not created in the seven-day period of the first chapters of Genesis. Genesis one tells us God divided the waters that were already in existence. Both the water and the Earth are included in the first verse. In the beginning God created the heavens and the Earth. That presents a mystery. A firmament was created in Gen 1:6. The Hebrew עַ֒קיִ רָהָ) hā·rā·qî·a‘) translated ‘firmament’ is more correctly stated as ‘expanse’. That would allow us to conclude the Earth was also in existence from Genesis 1:1. 
 
Perhaps God’s command for the dry ground to appear (Gen 1:9) was the revealing of the Earth already in existence from Genesis 1:1. I have come to accept the widely held view of a gap between verses one and two of Genesis one. We are not told when in the beginning is. John’s Gospel starts the same way. In the beginning was the Word, (Jesus) and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. Again, we are not told when in the beginning is. It does not refer to God’s existence since He is the eternal God. The Hebrew EL used in Genesis is translated God. The Hebrew word Olam in Genesis comes from the root word Im, which means eternity. El Olam in Genesis can be translated eternal, everlasting, forever God. God triune always was ……….
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