
  
    [image: Cattle Camp to Cabinet]
  


  
    
      
        [image: Half Title]
      

    

  


  
    
      
        
        CATTLE CAMP TO CABINET

        Copyright © 2026 by Stephen Dhieu Dau Ayik

      

      

      
        
        Editing, Typesetting and Cover Design by:

        Lena Mirembe Pira | +256-701-701051

      

      

      
        
        Published by:

        Leap Book Publishers Ltd (U)

        PO Box 71990, Kampala, Uganda

        www.leappublishers.com | +256-200-939350

      

      

      
        
        Digital eBook formatting by:

        AfricanBooks.com

      

      

      
        
        Printed by:

        Honey Badger Ltd. (U)

        Nkrumah Road, Kampala, Uganda

        honeybadgerprintery@gmail.com | +256-783-097947

      

      

      All rights reserved. No part of this book may be produced or transmitted in any form or by any means electronic or mechanical including photocopying, or by any information storage and retrieval systems, without permission of the author.

      The views, thoughts, opinions and ultimate design decisions expressed in this publication are those of the author and do not necessarily reflect the official policy or position of the publisher. The publisher does not assume and hereby disclaims any liability to any party for any loss, damage or disruption caused by the content of this book.

      
        
        Published in British English

        Genre: Non-Fiction | Historical/Political Memoir

        Printed in Uganda

      

      

      ISBN (Hardcover): 978-1-959070-48-1

      ISBN (eBook): 978-1-959070-49-8

    

  


  
    
      
        [image: Full Title]
      

    

  


  
    
      
        
        This book is dedicated to my nation,

        the Republic of South Sudan,

        and all her people.

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            CONTENTS

          

        

      

    

    
    
      
        Foreword

      

      
        Introduction

      

    

    
      
        
          I. THE FORGING OF A SHEPHERD

        

        
          
            1. A Mournful Birth, A Father’s Prayer

          

          
            2. The Imprint of a Village: My First School

          

          
            3. Four Generations of Leadership Ancestry

          

          
            4. The Unintentional Journey of Education

          

          
            5. From Ritual to Religion

          

          
            6. The Crucible of Cairo

          

          
            7. Pillars Along the Path

          

          
            8. A Shepherd’s Philosophy: A Charter of Conscience

          

        

      

      
        
          II. FROM STEWARDSHIP TO STATECRAFT

        

        
          
            9. The Formation of a Technocrat: Student to Servant

          

          
            10. The Discipline of Oversight

          

          
            11. Between Two Worlds

          

          
            12. A State in the Making: Reform & Resistance in Upper Nile

          

          
            13. The Fragile Path to Independence

          

          
            14. A Banker’s Creed

          

        

      

      
        
          III. THE ARCHITECTURE OF INDEPENDENCE

        

        
          
            15. Pipelines & Power: Sovereignty Through Oil

          

          
            16. Building Foundations of the Mining Industry

          

          
            17. From Currency To Treasury: Sovereignty Through Finance

          

          
            18. A State at War with Itself: Sovereignty Under Collapse

          

          
            19. The Road to Recovery: Re-establishing Discipline

          

          
            20. Restoring Confidence in the Nation’s Currency

          

          
            21. Maturing the State: Economic Diversification &      THE NEW SOCIAL CONTRACT

          

          
            22. The Statesman’s Convictions

          

        

      

      
        Epilogue

      

      
        National Anthem

      

      
        
          Appendices

        

        
          
            1. Chronological Timeline: A Lineage of Leadership and National Milestones

          

          
            2. Map of United Sudan

          

          
            3. Comparative Overview of Islamic vs. Conventional Financial Instruments

          

          
            4. Impact of Fiscal Reforms in Upper Nile State

          

          
            5. The First Transitional Cabinet of the Republic of South Sudan

          

          
            6. Oil Performance & The 2012 Shutdown

          

          
            7. Inflation & Exchange Rate Trends in South Sudan

          

          
            8. Non-Oil Revenue Trends in South Sudan

          

          
            9. Pre-Independence Oil & Gas Map

          

          
            10. The Petroleum Chain  Management System

          

          
            11. Oil Exploration Blocks & Reserves Summary

          

          
            12. South Sudan’s Mineral Deposits

          

          
            13. Circulating Currencies (Pre-CPA) Survey & Assessment Results

          

          
            14. The Currency Evolution: A Summary of Monetary Transitions

          

          
            15. Independent Nations: Sudan and South Sudan

          

          
            16. Photo Gallery

          

          
            17. Bibliography

          

        

      

    

    
      
        About the Author

      

      
        A Must Read Autobiography!

      

    

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            FOREWORD

          

        

      

    

    
      Cattle Camp to Cabinet is a remarkable book, rich in substance, literary merit and wisdom. It is well written, informative and imbued with moral and spiritual values. It is accessible and engrossing, even for non-experts in economics and finance. Although some of the author’s recollections and opinions may prove controversial, given the precarious situation the country has faced since independence, the book is for me, in several respects, an affirmation of deeply rooted cultural principles that I share with the author and which, I believe, are ingrained from childhood and perhaps even before birth.

      In addressing our young people at home and abroad, I have always emphasised what I consider to be overriding principles that guide us through life. One such principle is that a human being is like a tree. A tree with shallow roots may be felled by even a weak wind. A tree with deep roots can withstand a hurricane. A person’s background, family, culture, value system and upbringing are his or her roots.

      Another foundational principle is that within every person lies an invisible bridge on which one travels from one’s original home to distant lands and back, with a measure of physical and mental security. Without that inner bridge, an individual may fall into the gaps of the treacherous and hazardous journey between often sharply contrasting cultural frameworks.

      From the outset of the book, I was struck by the author’s keen awareness of his family legacy and the contribution of individuals to his survival and to what many came to regard as his preordained prospects. An episode that particularly resonated with me concerns the sacrifice his father made in offering his own life as a sacrificial plea to God to redeem his son from an acute illness that threatened death. When his father died, it was believed that his passing fulfilled the self-sacrifice he had offered to save his child. The author’s life and achievements were therefore widely viewed within his family and community as having been preordained by his father’s precious sacrifice.

      I myself experienced a similar episode involving prayers for a predetermined destiny while I was being raised among my maternal relatives. I was stricken by an illness feared to be fatal. One night, while I shivered with high fever and rain poured down with roaring thunder and flashing lightning, my grandfather—known as a spiritual leader and deeply fond of me—took me out into the storm, despite my grandmother’s anguished protests. He rebuked her for objecting, explaining that he was fulfilling an ancestral duty. He prayed to God that if the thunder and lightning were signs of divine wrath threatening fatal force, he offered his own life as a sacrifice to save the child. He pleaded to be taken so that I might wake in the morning recovered and smiling. It is said that I woke miraculously restored. The following night, my grandfather woke my grandmother and uncle to tell them he was going to die in accordance with the prayer that had been answered, and that I would grow up to accomplish the purpose for which he had redeemed my life. When he died, it was believed that he had sacrificed his life to save mine, and that I had been spared for a preordained purpose of service to my people. I grew up acutely aware of that prophetic vision.

      Closely related to the ancestral role reflected in the story of his father’s sacrifice, the author recounts the contributions made by individuals—teachers, schoolmates, friends and mentors—in shaping his character and vision, including his resolve to pursue his life’s purpose and destiny. His recollection of these relationships, rendered in striking detail and palpable sentiment, gives the book an unusually human and humane dimension.

      One of the striking aspects of the book is the way the author transforms challenging experiences into opportunities for purposeful learning and for applying theoretical knowledge in practical situations. A notable example is his thoughtful engagement with Islamic banking, which many non-Muslims dismiss at first glance as a form of religious imposition. His transition from the Central Bank of Sudan to serving the nascent Republic of South Sudan is another compelling instance where he continues to apply acquired knowledge and experience to the urgent demands of a new context. His sense of duty, responsibility and integrity in managing public resources constructively stood in contrast to the insidious pressures of entitlement from those who had contributed greatly to the liberation struggle and now expected reward for their sacrifice. It was a daunting challenge. Although the author is too modest to claim unqualified success, his professionalism remained intact in the face of these corrosive demands. His relative success was acknowledged by his elevation from state government to even more demanding responsibilities at the national level.

      The author begins with an impressive record of professionalism in which he applied his technical knowledge to moral principles of accountable public service. The challenges of governance were compounded by a series of unforeseen crises: the shutdown of oil production in response to allegations of misappropriation of South Sudan’s oil revenues by the North; the eruption of two devastating civil wars; and the global COVID-19 pandemic. Despite these adversities, his account of achievements is compelling.

      A remarkable theme of the book is the extent to which financial and economic reforms are interwoven with social and moral considerations. Although the prevailing view of the country’s situation has been persistently pessimistic, the picture emerging from the author’s narrative is more positive and hopeful than is commonly perceived. The author goes on to present an unexpectedly encouraging perspective on an otherwise discouraging record of delays, frustrations and unmet expectations since independence. He reflects on how, despite South Sudan’s small economy and complex politics, the country has gradually developed institutions capable of holding together through successive crises. He argues that the lessons drawn from hardship and reform reveal a central truth: peace is inseparable from economic transformation and from rebuilding a social contract based on accountability, productivity and shared prosperity. From his years of experience, he underscores that effective leadership in times of crisis requires decisiveness, fiscal discipline and the strengthening of systems that can safeguard domestic resources.

      He balances this hopeful view with a sobering assessment of political developments, particularly the repeated postponement of national elections since 2011. A process once intended to mark the fulfilment of self-governance has been repeatedly deferred. The author details the structural and logistical reasons invoked for each postponement, yet he also recognises that the underlying issue is the struggle of a young state still learning the disciplines of continuity, consensus and peaceful succession. He nevertheless maintains that the next election will represent more than a procedural milestone; it will be a test of whether the habits of stewardship forged in adversity can now guide the country through orderly political transition—a genuine measure of national maturity.

      What I find remarkable about the author’s record of achievement is not so much a claim to success, which would inevitably invite contention in light of prevailing realities. Rather, it is his clarity in articulating the lofty principles that guided his public service and the concrete ways in which he sought to embody them. Underlying his outlook is a conviction I share:  pessimism leads nowhere and must be avoided, whereas optimism stimulates positive remedial action which should be embraced and acted upon. Despite the monumental problems facing the nation, the guiding principles and goals remain intact, and the institutional foundations laid since independence continue to stand. Notwithstanding the existential threats and challenges confronting the nascent country, the pillars holding the nation are in place.

      Significant gaps nevertheless persist between aspirations yet to be realised and the operational performance of state institutions. It is striking and promising that the author grounds his guiding principles not only in professional training, but also in the cultural and moral foundations of his upbringing. Throughout the book he returns to these roots as sources of inspiration, often drawing parallels between the stewardship of cattle and the stewardship of public wealth—a theme encapsulated in the title Cattle Camp to Cabinet and its subtitle, A Shepherd of South Sudan’s Wealth.

      This brings me back to the themes with which I began. The metaphors of a deeply rooted tree and an invisible bridge encapsulate my vision of cross-cultural fertilisation, mutual complementarity and development understood as self-enhancement from within. They highlight the imperative of grounding progress in indigenous values, norms, moral codes and operational principles, while linking these thoughtfully to a strategy of transitional integration that bridges cultures and unites tradition with modernity. Although modern economic and financial systems may be externally grounded, their sustainable application depends on connecting universal technical knowledge with culturally rooted value systems. That linkage is the essence of transitional integration.

      Cattle Camp to Cabinet offers a homegrown, intellectually stimulating and culturally grounded approach to managing the financial and economic affairs of a nascent state navigating cross-cultural transition. While the realities of the country reflect discernible gaps between the stated goals and aspirations and the achievements recorded in pursuit of them, the book is an impressive account of the author’s distinguished service. The underlying principle in his public life is not only the fulfilment of inherited responsibility, but also a deliberate strategic disposition to reject pessimism and embrace optimism as a catalyst for constructive action. The book is at once a creative, professional, descriptive and prescriptive, capturing the demanding process of statecraft and nation-building from the roots upward. Despite addressing intricate technical matters, it remains an accessible work, one that South Sudanese in positions of responsibility, and their international development partners, are strongly encouraged to read.

      

      
        
        — Dr. Francis Mading Deng

        Scholar, Author and Diplomat⁠*

      

      

    

    
      
        
        

        
          * Dr. Francis Mading Deng is a scholar and author of more than forty books. He has been affiliated with leading universities and policy institutes in the United States and has served Sudan and South Sudan in senior diplomatic roles. He was also a Special Adviser to the Secretary-General  of the United Nations on human rights, internal displacement and genocide prevention in addition to other senior positions within the United Nations.

          

        

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            INTRODUCTION

          

        

      

    

    
      The birth of a nation is often portrayed through significant political events, yet I have come to believe that its most profound truths are discovered in the personal journeys of those who shape it. In my experience, the development of a leader is inseparable from the evolution of the nation they serve. My own life, as a pivotal figure in the history of the Republic of South Sudan, serves as a compelling illustration of how the virtues of resilience, vigilance and humility, nurtured in the solitude of a cattle camp, are essential for effective state-building.

      Born into fragility and shaped by sacrifice, my journey from a Dinka village to the highest levels of government has provided me with a unique insider’s perspective on the complex process of state-building in South Sudan. I have witnessed first-hand our nation’s struggle to transition from a post-conflict, oil-dependent economy as well as the first signs of progress resulting from our proactive efforts toward a stable and accountable state, grounded in institutional responsibility and economic diversification. Yet within this journey lies a central paradox that has haunted both my career and my conscience.

      Our nation has been repeatedly tempted to abandon its founding principles, with an over-reliance on oil that has too often bred corruption and political discord. This became especially apparent during the 2012 oil shutdown, the 2013-2015 internal conflict and the global decline in crude oil prices that exposed a dangerous disconnect between political jurisdiction and institutional strength.

      Despite this, I remain profoundly optimistic. South Sudan’s true independence and wealth lie not in its oil reserves, but in two foundational pillars: fiscal self-reliance anchored in institutional integrity and agricultural self-sufficiency. These are not abstract notions; they are lessons carved from experience and tested in the crucible of public service. My life stands as proof that leadership, rooted in humility, must rise above privilege to serve principle and that a nation’s destiny is not determined by the abundance of its resources, but by its people.

      I was born in 1960, during a year of inter-clan conflict and my entry into the world was marked by deep loss and sacrifice. My father, in an act of desperation, exchanged his life for mine. Although too young to remember, the story of his covenant endowed my existence with purpose. From that moment, I carried the weight of his sacrifice as both a blessing and a moral obligation. As I grew, my mother taught me the core values of responsibility and resilience that led to my pursuit of education at Cairo University. Upon my return, I began a seventeen-year career at the Bank of Sudan, where I developed a strong sense of financial ethics, often risking my own safety as a member of the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement based in Khartoum.

      Following the 2005 Peace Agreement, I transitioned to public service. As the State Minister of Finance for Upper Nile, I tackled corruption and implemented essential fiscal reforms. This experience prepared me for national appointments in the newly independent South Sudan, eventually becoming Minister of Finance, after having played a founding role in the government and in several strategic portfolios, including Minister of Petroleum and Mining and Minister of Commerce and Industry.

      This memoir offers a unique insider’s perspective on South Sudan’s state-building process, which has so often been depicted solely through the lens of political and military conflict. Emphasising the central paradoxes of South Sudan and her people, I assert that the quest for peace, so long elusive, is fundamentally economic. Without fiscal decentralisation and equitable sharing, disputes over revenue and resources will continue to linger.

      It is time for South Sudan to arise and embrace her future, a future that will only become reality when we finance our own destiny, professionalise our administration, build institutions resilient to vested interests and return to the agricultural roots from which our strength and identity were born.
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            ONE

          

          
            A MOURNFUL BIRTH, A FATHER’S PRAYER

          

          1960-1974

        

      

    

    
      Birth is often a moment of joy and continuity. Yet mine was marked not by jubilation but by sorrow; a paradox I have carried all my life. A Mournful Birth, A Father’s Prayer, is not a poetic flourish but an acknowledgment of fact. From the very beginning, my life was shaped by the anguish that surrounded it; yet out of that grief emerged a journey of endurance, grace and purpose.

      My mother, Amol Awol Juach, also known as Amol Jongkuach, in keeping with Dinka naming traditions that keeps the memory of the late father alive within the family and community,⁠* carried me during one of the darkest periods of her life. Her biological father was Awol Juach Chom, brother of the late Jongkuach Juach Chom. Their father, my great-grandfather, was known as Juach Arum, a name that distinguished him from his half-brothers of the same name: Juach Bilriaal, Juach Ayueet and Juach Laichok.

      Only three months into her pregnancy with me, my mother lost her elder son, Monythiec Dau Ayik, to sudden illness. His death came just two years after the loss of her younger son, Thon Dau Ayik, who had died at the age of fifteen. Our family was still deep in mourning. Monythiec, a young man of twenty, was full of promise. His unexpected death struck my mother like lightning, shattering her spirit. My father, Dau Ayik Monythiec, was equally devastated. The household fell silent, heavy with sorrow. In such a short span, two sons were gone and I was carried into the world under the shadow of their absence.

      Driven by grief, my mother left our family home in Bukoma village, about twenty kilometres south of Paloch—today South Sudan’s central oil hub—and returned to her family in Panomdit, a settlement along the eastern bank of the White Nile, roughly fifty-five kilometres south of Melut.⁠* She took with her my two surviving siblings, Nyanchuol Dau (aged ten) and Kur Dau (aged five). My eldest sister, Khor Dau Ayik, the firstborn, was already married to Padiet Ayuang Gor of the Joh Akok clan, part of the Ageer community in Melut.

      In Panomdit, my mother sought solace among her family. Overwhelmed by despair, she considered ending her pregnancy—a thought sometimes whispered among Dinka women, though it stood in deep conflict with the values of our people. In her darkest moment, however, a force greater than her sorrow intervened. Sensing her intentions, her parents and uncles implored her: "Nyan-Awol Juach, daughter of Awol Juach, this child will bring you comfort. He will be a blessing to our family. Let him be born." Their words were more than just reassurance; they were prophetic.

      Their words sustained my unborn form until May 1960, when I entered the world in Panomdit, a village linked to my maternal uncle’s homeland. That year was marked by a communal conflict in a nearby village known as Nyayök, remembered in local history as Tong de Nyayök, “the War of Nyayök.” Tong means war, while Nyayök refers to a small rural cluster of homesteads. The clash between the Nyiel-Ramba and Beir-Akonbet communities of Melut became the temporal marker of my birth. In much of South Sudan, births were not recorded by calendar dates but remembered through events such as wars, floods or harvests. In that sense, I am known as a child of the Nyayök War. My age assessment certificate, however, records the year as 1963, and all my official identity documents reflect that date.

      Nyayök, lay beside the White Nile, within Melut County, now part of Upper Nile State in South Sudan. My birthplace, Panomdit, a peaceful settlement that exemplified the rural Dinka way of life during that era, was characterised by cattle herding, maize cultivation and a tapestry of extended family networks. There was no electricity, no clinic and no school. My early childhood was riddled with frequent illness, almost certainly exacerbated by poor nutrition and harsh environmental conditions.

      The most haunting memories of my early life are not those I can recall myself, but those that were told to me. They spoke of a time when, as an infant living in a cattle camp in Athieng, a small village about twenty kilometres from what is now the Adar Oil Field, I fell gravely ill. I suffered from recurring chest infections and doctors later confirmed that I had contracted tuberculosis during childhood.

      As my condition worsened, my father feared for my life and turned to ritualistic prayer. In a moment of desperate love, he laid me upon a biöök⁠* and offered himself in my place to the sky deity, Dengpakwey:⁠*

      “Oh Dengpakwey, why must you take my children? If you want to take my son Dhieu, then take me instead.”

      He passed away within six months, around the year 1964. Whether by coincidence of fate, I survived. Many years later, its echo would return. In 2009, after decades of chronic illness, doctors at Charité International Hospital in Berlin removed my diseased lung when I was forty-nine years old. In 2023, at the same hospital, I underwent another major operation to repair a spinal prolapse, which finally brought an end to years of physical pain. Those surgeries marked the closure of a long medical ordeal, but more profoundly, they fulfilled my father’s prayer that I would live and not die; perhaps sustained by his gift of love through sacrifice.

      As the youngest child and now the last of my father’s, I was surrounded by great affection and perhaps even leniency. My elder brothers assumed adult responsibilities early, particularly Kur, who was sent to the cattle camps. I, being too frail to join them, remained closer to home, spending time with the elders, listening to their stories, observing rituals and absorbing the rhythms of village life. Even in my weakness, I was expected to contribute. Like other Dinka children, I was given a calf to care for while still a toddler, marking my initiation into  responsibility.

      For as long as I can remember, I possessed a quiet determination to become the strongest and most responsible version of myself; shaped by hardship, guided by love and fuelled by dreams. The path was never easy, yet it shimmered with the light of possibility, even in its darkest moments. Monythian and Ayik, my two half-brothers, together with our extraordinary mother, became the pillars of strength in our family. At just four years old, I was keenly aware that my father’s absence had left a void, but also a legacy.

      By modern standards, my family might have been considered poor, yet in truth we were rich; rich in love, in livestock and in dignity. We lived off the land and the river, sustained by hard work. My father’s cattle were both our livelihood and our inheritance, providing us with food, shelter and a sense of stability. While we did not have much, we had enough and we had each other. That was everything.

      As the years passed, I naturally stepped into my father’s shoes and took on the role of cattle caretaker. It felt expected, almost inevitable. Despite the absence of schools nearby, my mother’s determination never wavered. She insisted that one day I would learn to read and write. She believed education was the only bridge to a better future and her dream soon became my own. As I tended the herds, I felt a stirring within me, a yearning for something beyond the grazing fields: classrooms, books and chalkboards called to me.

    

    
      
        
        

        
          * In Dinka culture, names often change to honour lineage or mark significant life events. A person may carry more than one name, each reflecting ancestry or honouring the deceased.

          

          * Panomdit lies in Melut County, Upper Nile State, near what is now South Sudan’s oil-producing corridor along the White Nile.

          

          * A biöök is a traditional Dinka cowhide bed used during rituals and rites of passage, symbolising purity, rest and sacrifice.

          

          * Dengpakwey is one of the highest sky deities in Dinka cosmology, associated with fertility, rain and divine justice.

          

        

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
            TWO

          

          
            THE IMPRINT OF A VILLAGE: MY FIRST SCHOOL

          

          1960’S-1970’S

        

      

    

    
      I often describe my first school not as a structure built of bricks and chalkboards, but as a community shaped by mud, ash and the hum of village life in Melut. Childhood in Melut was a shared experience; no child belonged solely to their parents. Every elder acted as a teacher and every neighbour served as a guardian.⁠*

      One evening when my older half-brother, Monythian Dau, found me playing by the river instead of collecting firewood for the cows. He shook his head and said, “Dhieu, if you fail in small duties, who will give you greater ones?”

      The sting of that rebuke faded, but the lesson endured.

      My village, like most, taught responsibility from an early age. By the time I was ten, I could milk a cow, build a fence for the cattle and plant sorghum with steady, practised hands. Life was demanding, yet it instilled a profound sense of duty and belonging.

      If the village was my first classroom, the cattle camp was my second and perhaps the most profound.⁠* Cattle camps were not permanent settlements but mobile communities, built on the flow of migration and the heartbeat of the herd. At dawn, the camp stirred to the soft clanging of cowbells, to boys singing the names of their favourite bulls and to the slow rise of smoke from dung fires curling into the sky to ward off mosquitoes, horn flies and house flies.⁠*

      At the camps, each boy had a duty. Mine was to herd the cattle by day and guard them by night. It was there that vigilance, endurance and the deep, unspoken bond of brotherhood was birthed in me.

      The mornings carried a quiet sense of spiritual significance. As the camp stirred to life, prayers were whispered to the Creator for the safety of the herd.⁠* Rituals marked births, deaths and the healing of the sick. Long before any of us encountered formal religion, we were taught that human beings are small before the forces of nature and that life itself depends on blessings beyond our control.

      I remember one storm in particular. As thunder rolled across the sky and rain lashed against the huts, an elder lifted his voice in prayer: “Deng de Abuk,⁠* Lord of the universe and rain, let this water bring life, not death.” From him, I discovered that leadership is not merely about authority or policy, but about humility before God.

      It was not only the mornings that brought lessons, but the evenings as well. Nights in the cattle camp belonged to the elders.⁠* After the day’s labour, we gathered around the fires, listening to stories carried on the crackle of burning wood; tales of our ancestors’ migrations, of wars fought and won, of survival when the land tested every man’s strength.

      One elder often reminded us, “A man who ignores the council of elders is like a calf that strays from the herd, it becomes food for the lion.” Those words and many like them, were not mere entertainment; they were critical instructions, woven into our identity and shaping our understanding of duty, respect and continuity.

      One night, in the cattle camp near Khor Adar, a friend whispered urgently, “Look, over there, by the shadows.” In the flickering firelight, two glowing eyes stared back. We knew at once what that meant: a lion was circling. The herd stirred uneasily, their bells jangling in fear. My heart pounded as my cousin, Mayik Nyok Ayuel, tightened his grip on his spear. Together we shouted, banged sticks and hurled burning branches into the darkness until the predator finally slunk away.⁠*

      When the danger had passed, Mayik placed a firm hand on my shoulder and whispered, “A man learns courage only when fear visits him.” That night, beneath the vast Sudanese sky, I understand that courage is not the absence of fear, but the resolve to stand firm in its presence.

      Life in the cattle camps, shaped by the rhythms of a semi-nomadic existence, taught us flexibility and endurance. We moved with the seasons, sometimes three or more times a year, in search of pasture, water, favourable weather conditions and the sustenance our herds required. Adaptability was not merely a virtue; it was a way of survival.

      When I was about six years old, around 1966 or 1967, our village of Bukoma was struck by severe hardship, while the cattle were taken to a faraway camp, deep in the grazing lands.⁠* A failed sorghum harvest brought famine to the region, leaving families to confront the unforgiving hand of nature. Today, Bukoma lies within what is known as the Mishmish oil fields and the Jamus well⁠* area of Block Seven in the Melut Basin, operated today by the Dar Petroleum Operating Company,⁠* but in those years I knew it simply as home.  My father’s grave rests three thousand metres from the Jamus oil well,⁠* a place that once embodied scarcity but would later become a reservoir of national wealth.

      During those hungry months, we ate only once a day. Mothers dug for wild roots to feed their children,⁠* while fathers sold or traded whatever little they possessed. In the midst of that famine, I once asked my brother, Ayik Dau Ayik, “Why must we suffer from hunger if we have cattle?” He sighed and replied, “Cows give milk, but they do not fill granaries.⁠* A wise man balances his wealth.” I was only six, yet his words lingered; simple, profound and enduring. Such was the true wealth of my village: not the abundance of possessions, but the abundance of wisdom, resilience and intention that shaped our lives.

      I eventually realised that every experience lived and overcome, was a tool that would carry me throughout my life. Herding cattle was a lesson in vigilance, while famine instilled lessons on resilience and adaptation. The boy who once guarded cattle against lions and hyenas would later safeguard national wealth from waste. The ears that once listened to the proverbs of elders under the night sky would eventually hear the voices of citizens. The young herder who once endured hunger would later remind his country that survival depends not on a single resource, but on the diversification of many. These experiences marked the true beginnings of my public service journey.

      My later work as a government official at the Central Bank of Sudan may have seemed far removed from the cattle camps of Athieng, yet I remained connected to the same soil and values. My mother’s faith, my father’s sacrifices and the spirit of Panomdit continue to define who I am.

    

    
      
        
        

        
          * Among Dinka communities, collective child-rearing was a central social principle. Elders and neighbours shared equal responsibility for discipline and moral instruction.

          

          * Known locally as wut, cattle camps functioned as mobile villages, often led by age-set leaders who assigned herding duties, mediated disputes and conducted nightly storytelling.

          

          * Dried cattle dung was burned not only for warmth but as a natural mosquito repellent, a vital health protection in malarial regions.

          

          * The Dinka conception of the Creator, Nhialic, encompasses sky, fate and divine authority — the unseen source of life and justice.

          

          * Meaning, “Lord, the son of the women Abuk” in the Padang Dinka’s Belief.

          

          * Dinka oral literature transmits law, history and ethics through song and parable. Each evening’s stories served both as entertainment and as civic education.

          

          * In Dinka folklore, the lion symbolises courage and vigilance. Confronting it was seen as both literal danger and spiritual trial.

          

          * Historical oral accounts and meteorological data indicate major sorghum failures across Upper Nile and Jonglei during the 1966–67 drought cycle, remembered as the hunger of cracked granaries.

          

          * The Jamus oil well experienced a blowout and shut in and was decommissioned in 2012. It was located in Mishmish fields known as well number 15.

          

          * Abbreviated as DPOC

          

          * The Jamus well, lies in an oil and natural gas area that was later developed as part of Block 7 in the Melut Basin by the Dar Petroleum Operating Company, became one of South Sudan’s key production sites after 2011.

          

          * Common famine foods included wild tubers, water lilies, and fruits such as lalob and malak, which sustained rural families during shortages.

          

          * A proverb reflecting the Dinka philosophy of balanced wealth; livestock as social capital, grain as survival.
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      A South Sudanese financial professional, career central banker and public servant, Stephen Dhieu Dau Ayik has served as Minister of Petroleum and Mining, Minister of Commerce and Industry, and later as Minister of Finance and Planning. A graduate of Cairo University and former central banker, he holds a Master’s degree in Banking Studies from Sudan University of Science and Technology. Throughout his career, he helped steer South Sudan through its defining economic reforms. Respected for his integrity and resolve, he writes not as a politician seeking praise, but as a public servant bearing witness to the birth—and the unfinished work—of his beloved nation.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            A MUST READ AUTOBIOGRAPHY!

          

        

      

    

    
      “With honesty and dignity, Cattle Camp to Cabinet captures Hon. Stephen Dhieu Dau’s extraordinary rise—a journey I have witnessed closely and one that remains a model of discipline, loyalty and patriotic service to our nation.”

      
        
        — Dr. Dier Tong Ngor

        Former Governor, Bank of South Sudan Former Minister, Finance & Planning
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        * * *

      

      “This compelling memoir blends the quiet discipline of a central banker with the fearless conviction of a liberation cadre: Cattle Camp to Cabinet is a powerful reminder of what dedication and sacrifice can achieve.”

      
        
        — Dr. Pauline Elaine Riak

        Dep. Vice Chancellor, Academic Affairs, Rumbek University of Sci & Technology
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        * * *

      

      “Stephen Dhieu Dau’s story powerfully traces his rise from the cattle camp to national leadership through courage, determination, and service. His extraordinary journey highlights the vital role of patriotism in liberation struggles and nation-building.”

      
        
        — Dr. Ann Itto Leonardo

        East African Legislative Assembly, Former Minister, Agriculture, Former Deputy Secretary General, SPLM
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Juba, March 2015 | Welcoming my Sudanese counterpart, Minister of Petroleum,
Hon. Makkawi Mohammed Awad and his delegation, to discuss key petroleum
issues. Our meeting focused on outstanding matters related to the 2012
Cooperation Agreement, including the pipeline fees paid by South Sudan to
Sudan and other areas requiring mutual understanding and collaboration.

the signing of the memorandum of understanding on the crude supply
Power Plant (Om Dabakir) with Hon. Makkawi Mohammed Awad and

the Sudanese Ambassador to Juba, H.E. Mutrif Siddig Ali.
I F TN

2 |
Juba, 2016 |A subsequent photograph of both delegations, among them Amb.
Mayen Dut Wol, South Sudan’s Head of n in Khartoum, the undersecretaries
of both ministries and other senior offi






This Font Software is licensed under the SIL Open Font License, Version 1.1.
This license is copied below, and is also available with a FAQ at:
http://scripts.sil.org/OFL


-----------------------------------------------------------
SIL OPEN FONT LICENSE Version 1.1 - 26 February 2007
-----------------------------------------------------------

PREAMBLE
The goals of the Open Font License (OFL) are to stimulate worldwide
development of collaborative font projects, to support the font creation
efforts of academic and linguistic communities, and to provide a free and
open framework in which fonts may be shared and improved in partnership
with others.

The OFL allows the licensed fonts to be used, studied, modified and
redistributed freely as long as they are not sold by themselves. The
fonts, including any derivative works, can be bundled, embedded, 
redistributed and/or sold with any software provided that any reserved
names are not used by derivative works. The fonts and derivatives,
however, cannot be released under any other type of license. The
requirement for fonts to remain under this license does not apply
to any document created using the fonts or their derivatives.

DEFINITIONS
"Font Software" refers to the set of files released by the Copyright
Holder(s) under this license and clearly marked as such. This may
include source files, build scripts and documentation.

"Reserved Font Name" refers to any names specified as such after the
copyright statement(s).

"Original Version" refers to the collection of Font Software components as
distributed by the Copyright Holder(s).

"Modified Version" refers to any derivative made by adding to, deleting,
or substituting -- in part or in whole -- any of the components of the
Original Version, by changing formats or by porting the Font Software to a
new environment.

"Author" refers to any designer, engineer, programmer, technical
writer or other person who contributed to the Font Software.

PERMISSION & CONDITIONS
Permission is hereby granted, free of charge, to any person obtaining
a copy of the Font Software, to use, study, copy, merge, embed, modify,
redistribute, and sell modified and unmodified copies of the Font
Software, subject to the following conditions:

1) Neither the Font Software nor any of its individual components,
in Original or Modified Versions, may be sold by itself.

2) Original or Modified Versions of the Font Software may be bundled,
redistributed and/or sold with any software, provided that each copy
contains the above copyright notice and this license. These can be
included either as stand-alone text files, human-readable headers or
in the appropriate machine-readable metadata fields within text or
binary files as long as those fields can be easily viewed by the user.

3) No Modified Version of the Font Software may use the Reserved Font
Name(s) unless explicit written permission is granted by the corresponding
Copyright Holder. This restriction only applies to the primary font name as
presented to the users.

4) The name(s) of the Copyright Holder(s) or the Author(s) of the Font
Software shall not be used to promote, endorse or advertise any
Modified Version, except to acknowledge the contribution(s) of the
Copyright Holder(s) and the Author(s) or with their explicit written
permission.

5) The Font Software, modified or unmodified, in part or in whole,
must be distributed entirely under this license, and must not be
distributed under any other license. The requirement for fonts to
remain under this license does not apply to any document created
using the Font Software.

TERMINATION
This license becomes null and void if any of the above conditions are
not met.

DISCLAIMER
THE FONT SOFTWARE IS PROVIDED "AS IS", WITHOUT WARRANTY OF ANY KIND,
EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO ANY WARRANTIES OF
MERCHANTABILITY, FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE AND NONINFRINGEMENT
OF COPYRIGHT, PATENT, TRADEMARK, OR OTHER RIGHT. IN NO EVENT SHALL THE
COPYRIGHT HOLDER BE LIABLE FOR ANY CLAIM, DAMAGES OR OTHER LIABILITY,
INCLUDING ANY GENERAL, SPECIAL, INDIRECT, INCIDENTAL, OR CONSEQUENTIAL
DAMAGES, WHETHER IN AN ACTION OF CONTRACT, TORT OR OTHERWISE, ARISING
FROM, OUT OF THE USE OR INABILITY TO USE THE FONT SOFTWARE OR FROM
OTHER DEALINGS IN THE FONT SOFTWARE.


OEBPS/images/screenshot-2026-01-10-at-64613-pm.jpg
New York, USA, September 2011 | Witnessing President Salva Kiir Mayardit and
South Sudan’s first appearance on the world stage as a sovereign state at the UN
General Assembly’s 66th Session.

New York, USA, September 2011 | I was priviledged to be a part of South Sudan’s
First Delegation to the UN General Assembly, following our independence.
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Ankara, Turkey. April 2017 | Participating in the signing of the Economic
Cooperation Agreement with the Turkish Minister of Economy, Nihat Zeybekci.
The agreement marked a significant step in strengthening bilateral relations,
enabling Turkey to invest in key sectors of South Sudan’s economy—including
mining, agriculture, livestock and fisheries—thereby opening new avenues for
trade and development in the world’s youngest natio:

Washington, D.C., 7 | My engagements with South Sudan’s development
partners during the World Bank and IMF Annual Meetings provided an important
platform to discuss economic reforms, strengthen cooperation and reaffirm
international support for the country’s financial stabilisation efforts.
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Cairo University, 1986 | With my Southern Sudanese colleagues, during our early
years of study and the formative period that shaped many of our later roles in
public service and national leadership | L-R: Mr. Maluak Ayuel Atem, Myself, Eng.
Angui Deng Angul, Eng. Henry Stanely Luate and Mr Mayom Matiok Alaak.

'an
Egypt, 1987 | With my nephew and long-time
comrade, the late Hon. Deng Goc Ayuel.
Together, we worked as underground SPLM
cell cadres in Sudan government-controlled
cities.
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Thar Jath Oilfield. 5 May 2013 | Meeting senior officials of the Ministry of
Petroleum—Eng. Mohammed Lino, Director General of Petroleum; Eng. Awow
Daniel, Director of Downstream; Col. Dak Yiey, Oil Security Manager; and other
field engineers—as preparations were underway to resume oil production.

Pariang County Oil Fields. May 2013 | A visit to officially reopen oil
production. Accompanied by Hon. Rebecca Joshua Okwaci, then Minister of
Telecommunications and Postal Services and senior officials from the Ministry of
Petroleum. We were received by the County Commissioner, Hon. Miabek Lang de
Bilkuei, the area MP, Hon. Chol Deng de Akeer, along with the oil workers at the
Wezeen Operating Camp in the Toma South oilfields.
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Northern Upper Nile, 2020 | After leaving my cabinet post in 2018, I returned to the
fields of Northern Upper Nile, walking alongside the farmers whose lives revolved
around the land. Together, we labored under the sun, tending sorghum, sesame,
millet and groundnuts—crops that not only fed families but sustained a way of life
rooted in faith, perseverance and the promise of the soil.

b \ s N, y
: At . i S0 TR
Renk, 2020 | Walking through my sorghum fields in the company of my assistants,
Mr. Yach Chan Yach and Mr. Monyethiony Ajak Bon.
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Khartoum, 2001 | With my wife, Hon. Laila Ajout Alony, and our son Chokdac,
affectionately known as Ding Monythiec.

E¢ ' S

Khartoum, 2001 | With my children—Monythiec, Awut and Ding—in our modest
room in Khartoum.
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loved ones.

2024 | With my wife, Naima Abraham, and our children, celebrating the graduation
of our son, Dau Stephen, from the University of the West of England, Bristol.
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Juba, February 2016 | Pre g over the signing of a landmark agreement with
the Sudanese Minister of Petroleum, Dr. Mohammed Zayed Awad, for the supply
of crude oil to the Kosti Power Plant (Om Dabakir). The ceremony, marked an
important step in strengthening energy cooperation between South Sudan
and Sudan. It underscored our mutual commitment to ensuring stable power
generation in the region and demonstrated the constructive spirit with which
both countries continued to advance the 2012 Cooperation Agreement. The event
brought together senior officials, technical experts and stakeholders from both
ministries, reflecting the significance of this partnership in supporting energy
security and promoting economic stability for our people.
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Khartoum, 2000s | With
my late wife, Hon Laila
Ajout Alony. Together,
we mobilised our people
to rally behind the Sudan

Khartoum, 2004 | Holding
my youngest son, Kur
People’s Liberation Stephen, at age one.
Movement and to stand Today, he is a graduate
firm against oppression \ student at the University
and marginalisation in all Md of Bedfordshire in Luton,

its forms. England.

Our Family Tribute Tree of Dau Ayik Monythiec and his eldest daughter, Khor Dau
Ayik, including grandchildren and father-in-law Ajout Alony.
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2015 | Receiving H.E. Dr. James Wani Igga, Vice President of the Republic, during

it to the Ministry. I was joined by my deputy, Hon. Elizabeth James Bol;

ibril Berberi, national expert and Undersecretary of Mining; Dr. Andu

Ezbon Adde, Technical Advisor Hon. Chuor Deng Mareng, Eng. Paul Adong, MD
of Nilepet; and other senior ministry officials.

2015 | Meeting with the Indian
Ambassador to South Sudan, H.E. Ravi
Sharma. Our discussions focused on
strengthening bilateral cooperation
in the petroleum and mining sectors,
i ding potential collaboration on oil
infrastructure and capacity-building
initiatives.
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Juba, 2022 | With Rev. Simon K. Pal, Rev. Benykeng Ajak, and Rev. Mario Teng of
the Sudan Interior Church (SIC) after a fellowship gathering at my residence.

2023 | Receiving King Kongo Dak Padiet of the Chollo Kingdom of Upper Nile State
at the South Sudan Revenue Authority Headquarters as part of my continued
engagement with community leaders in the pursuit of peace, unity and a
prosperous nation.
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Juba 2014 | With Ambassador Ellen Margrethe Lgj, Special Representative of
the Secretary-General and Head of the United Nations Mission in South Sudan
(UNMISS) from 2014 to 2016, during consultations on priority areas of cooperation,
reflecting UNMISS’s role in supporting socio-economic strategies in the newly
independent Republic.
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Kampala, Uganda 23 February 2018 | At the East African Community (EAC)
Summit, engaging with regional leaders on key issues.

October 2022 | My first day assuming office as Chairperson of the Board of
Directors of South Sudan Revenue Authority (SSRA), delivering a press briefing to
the media. Beside me were the then Commissioner General, Dr. Patrick Mugoya,
and members of the Board.
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Khartoum, 1990 | Celebrating my graduation and return home with family.
The gathering took place in our humble rented mud building room—an honest
reflection of the living standards we experienced in Khartoum during the war.

FAMILY PHOTOS

Kosti, 1989 | With my mother, Amol Awol Juach, in the IDP camp.
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Juba, July 2016 | Enjoying a warm reception by the Ministry of Finance senior
officials and general staff upon assuming my new office. Accompanied by my
colleague, Hon. Awut Deng Achuil, then Minister of Social Welfare.

Dar es Salaam, July 2016 | Meeting H.E. Samia Suluhu H: n, then Vice President
of Tanzania, while serving as President Salva Kiir Mayardit’s envoy to President
John Magufuli. I was joined by Dr. Benjamin Bol Mel, Chairperson of the Chamber
of Commerce, Industry and Agriculture, and Mr. Gieth Abraham Dau, my former
Director of the Executive Office.

ANNUAL MEETINGS
Washinglon 0.C

Washington, D.C. 2016 | Participating in a press briefing alongside my fellow
African Ministers of Finance at the IMF/World Bank Group Annual Meetings 2016.
I addressed Africa’s economic outlook for 2016, highlighting the key challenges,
emerging opportunities and the policy measures necessary to sustain growth and
promote stability across the continent.
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DATE CURRENCY CIRCULATION STATUS

1956-1992 1st Sudanese Pound (SDP) Out of Circulation
1992-2007 Sudanese Dinar (SDD) Out of Circulation
2007-2011 2nd Sudanese Pound (SDG) Out of Circulation
1st Issue: South Sudanese First Issue; Official
2011:2015 Pound (SSP) Currency of S.Sudan

Redesigned South Sudan Pound  Second Issue; Official

2015-Current gopy Currency of S.Sudan

5 SDP (1970 Issue) 5 SDD (1993 Issue) 5 SDG (2007 Issue)
1st Sudanese Pound Sudanese Dinars 2nd Sudanese Pound
(Out of Circulation) (Out of Circulation) (Out of Circulation)
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2017, Beijing, China | Delivering a press briefing at the South Sudan Embassy
in Beijing following a series of successful discussions with Chinese authorities.
These engagements focused on strengthening bilateral economic cooperation
and advancing strategic initiatives in investment and trade relations. I was
accompanied by my colleagues Hon. Rebecca Joshua Okwaci, Hon. John Luk Jok,
Amb. Michael M. Hussein, and other senior government officials, all of whom
played a key role in representing South Sudan’s interests and fostering deeper
collaboration between our two countri
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oul, South Korea, October 2011 | Meeting with representatives of the Korean
ivate investors, Hono Co., accompanied by my Office Executive Director, Mr.
Samahan Wal Nguot. These were the early days of the new Republic, already
recognised by the world as a highly promising destination for foreign investment.

New York, USA, September 2011 | I joined H.E. President Salva Kiir Mayardit,
Nhial Deng Nhial (Minister of Foreign Affairs), Hon. Emmanuel Lowilla (Office of
the President), Hon. Garang Diing Akuong (M T of Commerce and Industry),
and Amb. Ezekiel Lol (South Sudan Mission to the UN) as we prepared for an
official meeting with President Barack Obama of the United States.
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Renk, 1980s | With my best companion,
the late Shibou Ajang Padiet, during our
school days.

Alexandria Stadium, Egypt 1989 | Attending
SOSSA (S.Sudan Sudents Association) Day senior schoolmate, Mr Nyok Akol
with colleagues Ajak Tiel Ajak, Kur Arop Dok, who would become a revered
Jaldwong, Simon Kuol Miajok Tiir, Daniel family elder and the father-in-law of
Miaker Kiir, David Awan Malek and others. my daughter, Awut Stephen.

Cairo University, 1989 | With some of my Southern Sudanese colleagues,
surrounded by the university’s stately buildings and bustling grounds.
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CONTEXTUAL PHOTOS: OIL FIELDS & RIGS IN S.SUDAN
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Juba, July 2016 | My first remarks at the reception at the Ministry of Finance on my
first day in office.

Juba, July 2016 | With H.E. President Salva Kiir Mayardit, following my swearing-in
as Minister of Finance and Planning.






OEBPS/images/screenshot-2026-01-10-at-65039-pm.jpg
Washington, D.C., 2017 | IMF-World Bank al Meeti Accompanied
Dier Tong Ngor, First Deputy Governor of the Bank of South Sudan; Hon. Agak

I held a meeting with Mr. Makhtar Diop, the
ions focus ngthening
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CATTLE CAMPS & FARMING PHOTOS

1’4
2018 | To reer the cattle is to honour the roots that shaped my journey—where
the values of self-reliance, cultural pride and quiet dignity were first learnt in the
cattle camp long before I entered the cabinet.

= 3

2018 | In my maternal grandfathers’ village of Aréér, Palgiew, Akoka County, Upper
Nile State, visiting my cattle camp to see my herd and reconnect with the pastoral
life that shaped my earliest values.
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MINISTRY & WORK RELATED PHOTOS

Malakal, January 2009 | Participating in the commissioning of the water plant
project in Malakal, alongside His Excellencies President Omar Al-Bashir, President
Salva Kiir Mayardit and Governor Gatluak Deng Garang.

4 1 4] 1] P

9 July 2011 | President Salva Kiir Mayardit and Sudanese President Omar al-Bashir
on the day the Republic of South Sudan gained its independence.
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Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. September 2012 | President Salva Kiir Mayardit
and Sudanese President Omar al-Bashir sign the Oil Cooperation Agreement.

2013 | With H.E. Hilde Johnson, the Special Representative of the UN Secretary-

General and Head of UNMISS in South Sudan, to discuss the situation of both
who had been stranded in the Unity oilfields

expatriate and national oil we
following the outbreak of conflict in December 201
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Juba, February 2017 | Meeting with Mr. Gabriel Negatu, Regional Director for
Eastern Africa at the African Development Bank (AfDB), during the handover of
the keys to the newly funded National Revenue Authority headquarters, and to
conclude discussions on the progress of concessional loans and grants, including
the Juba Power Distribution Project.

Juba, 28 March 2017 | Signing S.Sudan’s instrument of accession with Afreximbank
President Benedict Oramah, formally completing the country’s membership and
opening new avenues for trade finance and resource development.
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Nairobi, Kenya. December 2016 | With Mr. Admassu Tadesse, then the President &
Managing Director of the Eastern and Southern African Trade and Development
Bank, on the day I officially presided ove! n to TDB membership.

hip: Hon. Othom Rago Ajak, BoSS Governor, his deputies, Dr. Dier Tong
and Hon. Innocent Odera Ochan, during their swearing-in ceremony.
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BLIC oF souTH SUDAN

JE PETROLEUM g@mWING |
Visit of

February 2015, Juba | Delivering a speech during the signing of the Mining
Regulations and Mineral Titles, under the auspices of H.E. Dr. James Wani Igga,
Vice President of the Republic.

Juba, 2016 | Meeting H.E. the President Kiir and First Vice President Taban Deng
Gai to brief them on South Sudan’s key economic affairs.
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China, 2017 | Leading a high-level South Sudanese delegation to China to finalise
negotiations on major national infrastructure projects, including key road
construction initiatives and the establishment of a national airspace control
system. Accompanied by Hon. Rebecca Joshua Okwaci and Hon. John Luk Jok,
and received by Ambassador Michael Mili Hussein, Ambassador Raphael Kulang
Nhial, along with other senior officials.
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January, 2012 | With Chief Negotiator Pagan Amum at a press briefing, following
the collapse of oil negotiations with Sudan.

2012 | With Ambassador Susan Page, the first head of the U.S. Mission in the newly
independent Republic of South Sudan. During her tenure, the oil sector and the
broader economy received substantial technical and financial support, which
contributed greatly to the country’s early institutional development.
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Tharjath Oil Fields (Block 5A). May,
2013 | Turning on the oil taps,
marking the official resumption
of oil production after the
cooperation agreement signed in
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, September
2012.

11 July 2013, Bejing China | With the Chinese Minister of Foreign Affairs, H. E.
Wang Yi, during my visit as Special Envoy of President Salva Kiir. Our discussion
focused on strengthening bilateral cooperation, particularly in the areas of energy,
infrastructure and strategic economic partnership between S.Sudan and China.
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Seychelles 2017 | Officially joining the Trade and Development Bank of East and
Central Africa (TDB) at a meeting of the Ministers of Finance in the region.

2017 | Sitting in the Office of the Minister of Finance and Planning. It was a period
of great financial difficulty. However, through the strict financial measures
implemented by the government under my leadership, we were able to stabilise
the situation and ultimately prevail.
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Juba, 3 August 2012 | U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton met with President
Salva Kiir Mayardit to discuss the ongoing oil negotiations with Sudan. In her
remarks, Secretary Clinton urged both Sudan and South Sudan to resolve the
outstanding disputes. Her visit marked the first by a U.S. official of her rank since
South Sudan attained independence the previous year.

20 January 2012 | With the then Minister of Information and Broadcasting,
Dr. Barnaba Marial Benjamin, as we prepared a press release on the Cabinet’s
decision to shut down oil production in the South Sudan oilfields.





