CHAPTERS 1-------67
 
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
Welcome to a journey of faith, hope, and practical Christian living! Whether you're new to the faith or have walked with Christ for many years, this book is designed to refresh your heart, challenge your thinking, and strengthen your daily walk with God. With sixty-seven bite-sized chapters, each one shines a light on a different facet of what it means to follow Jesus in real life — at home, at work, in church, and in the quiet moments when no one else is watching. These pages are packed with biblical insight, honest reflections, and encouraging truths to help you grow in grace, deepen your faith, and live boldly for Christ in today's world. You'll find guidance for spiritual disciplines, relationships, trials, joy, service, and everything in between. No matter where you are on your spiritual journey, there's something here for you. You can read straight through or dip into a chapter as needed — like a daily devotional, a Bible study companion, or a boost for your spirit on a tough day. So grab a coffee, open your Bible, and let's explore the richness of Christian living — one chapter at a time. 
 
ONE 
 
VICTOR OR VICTIM In Christian living, a very fine line exists between living as a victim and living as a victor. I think it is easier to succumb to being a victim. It’s natural, automatic. It’s the original choice I am talking about. Choosing to be a victim is hard in the long run, but the first decision is easy. Our humanity takes victimisation on board with very little effort. Personality makes a difference of course, but our humanity is pre-loaded for embracing victim thinking. The New Testament calls it the mind of the flesh. Victor or victim? It is Christian living I am focusing on with this topic. Victim thinking is the opposite of faith thinking. A lot is riding on a Christian’s decision to embrace either faith, or a victim attitude.
 In his books Norvel Hayes mentions more than once that many Christians have left this life early because they embraced victim thinking. Sometimes, the victor/victim decision can be a life or death decision. The victor is always conscious that God's word tells us Jesus has passed to us the ability to be victors in all circumstances. The New Testament says; But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. Those words describe a done deal. When I decided to become a Christian, the package included a gift — the gift of victory. But, for want of a better way to say it — the package must be unwrapped and opened. The way to open the gift of victory is faith, which is believing God's word to be true above all other evidence. 
The truth of God's word must be grabbed with both hands and held onto for a lifetime, especially if we wish to do anything meaningful in service to God. Then we are in a fight, and winning in the fight comes through faith. I remember reading of a Preacher who had set up a schedule of evangelistic ministry around Europe. He was excited. He had confirmed God was behind his plans, and he set off primed and ready. Before he got to the first meeting, he was struck down by severe illness and had to return home to recover. I remember he said he was embarrassed by the situation and bemoaned his situation. (I am not setting myself up as better than this guy. I have made the same mistake a few times, and I learned from this guy's experience) From what I remember this preacher did not mention faith and the fight in his comments. He had expected to have a massive soul-winning event with no opposition.
 It does not work that way. The Devil does not like souls being taken out of his clutches. That was a big international event, but it is the same for our small personal events. Victory demands a knowledge of, persistent continuing in, and radical embracing of God's truth, His word, in strong faith. Jonathon Cahn says: Proverbs 18:14 reads, “A man’s spirit sustains him in sickness, but a wounded spirit, who can bear?” So, when you walk around feeling sorry for yourself, dwelling on what’s been done to you, you’re carrying a wounded spirit. And a wounded spirit will make your life and your burdens heavier and keep you from joy, peace, and fulfilment. That’s not God’s will for your life. Don’t go through this life as a victim. unquote The bottom line, I think, in all this, is the feelings versus God's word conflict.
 And the fact we start off in feelings and the physical, and must make the effort to pull the truth of Jesus' victory, as revealed in God's word, into our situation. Successful Christian living requires an aggressive attitude toward God's truth. One preacher called it the bulldog attitude. Fighting bulldogs lock their jaws on the opponent, and it is only the experience of the owner that manages in time to get the dog to slacken his bite. That is how we should think of our use of God's word. “I’m holding on, and I am not letting go until I have what the Word tells me I can have!  
 
TWO 
 
LOVING IMPOSSIBLE PEOPLE From Jonathon Cahn - loving impossible people. I have paraphrased it here: Quote: I know of ministers who think, “I could have a thriving ministry... if only I didn’t have to deal with people.” Similarly, you might be thinking, “I want to be loving, forgiving, and patient, but it’s impossible with the people around me.” It would be much easier to be godly without the challenges of dealing with others. But how can you show love if there’s no one to love, or offer forgiveness if there’s no one to forgive? You can only forgive those who have wronged you, and you can only practice patience with people who test it. People come with their flaws, but that’s not the main issue. After God, people are the focus, and your responsibility is to love them. Commit to loving the difficult people in your life, because you can’t succeed in your faith, ministry, or calling without them. Today’s Mission — Today, set your heart on loving those difficult people that God has placed in your life, and loving the rest more than you have. Unquote 
 
By this shall all men know that ye are my (Jesus) disciples, if ye have love one to another. (John 13:35) I sometimes wonder if God smiles at our antics in getting along with each other. Possibly not when we consider the importance to all humanity Jesus put upon it in the above verse. I had a leader who used to say, “I don’t have to like some people, I just have to love them.” He attributed ‘like’ to his human preference for some people, and ‘love’ for the spiritual life we are to live with the love of God within us……..
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