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Introduction


The story entertains while imparting the skill you need in order to work or produce competitively in the fast changing 21st century. You also learn the principles of financial literacy, which drive efforts of sustainable wealth generation. Finally, you are prepared mentally and spiritually for the world that is increasingly determined by artificial intelligence, AI.  In brief, this is a must-read book for students in final years of secondary school. 


Part I: The New Working Era
Information and Communication Technology Era
After satisfaction that Ariko’s children had been guided properly in establishing their careers in life, but also in believing and priding in themselves as Africans, Mr. Mvui shifted focus to yet another equally important challenge before Africans, namely producing competitively especially in the new working era, the fast changing 21st century. He was aware that if these children are to turn the 21st century into a golden opportunity for their country, they had to be prepared differently. More importantly, that preparation had to start now; and this is what the subsequent learning sessions focused on.
At 8.45 a.m., Mr Mvui led Ariko’s children into the learning room. After exchanging greetings, he began the session by observing, “Your country, like others elsewhere on the continent, is aggressively embracing information and communication technology (ICT).” 
“African countries,” he continued, “are promoting ICT with the conviction that it will transform their economies. For this to happen, however, the people of this country, and indeed elsewhere in Africa, must[1]seize[2] and make use of the ICT era, instead of the other way around.” Eric murmured something but Mr Mvui didn’t get what he said. When he looked at Rita, however, Mr Mvui saw someone at a loss. He then sought to clarify his point through a short story, which had appeared in one of the local dailies a couple of days earlier. This is the story he told the children:
‘A certain father bought gifts for his twin sons on the day they turned 18; each was given a smart phone. The phones looked trendy and uniquely multifunctional. One of the sons saw the gift in terms of raising status among his peers. He ensured that nearly all his friends, especially the girls, got to know of it; no one in his circle had anything close to it. Rarely did he put it away after the calls; it was always on display, somehow.
‘Meanwhile, his twin brother had, within a week of receiving that gift, got a willing buyer. The money it fetched enabled him to acquire a fixed pay-phone, plus a cheaper smart phone. He hired someone to operate the pay-phone, offering call services to university students of a nearby hostel, at a fee. Four months later, he had got enough money to expand his business; he bought another pay-phone and located it elsewhere.
“Of those two sons,” Mr Mvui asked, “who do you think was ‘controlled’ by their father’s gift?”
“The foolish one,” Clare answered. 
“I didn’t use that abusive word anywhere, did I?”
“I mean it is foolish to behave the way he did,” Clare stood her ground, and Mr Mvui left it at that.
“So, for ICT to usher in real development, the people of this country must seize and exploit the ICT era. This action, as implied in the twins’ story, goes beyond possession and use of ICT. It calls for a shift in our attitudes, as Africans; and this is where the real challenge lies.
“Fortunately, it’s a challenge that rests largely on the shoulders of young generations, such as yours. Therefore, developing you for this challenge, actually readying you for the new working era, is what we want to look at next.” The children nodded in appreciation.
“But before we start on that topic, tell me, what is it that you fear most?” 
“Caterpillars,” Clare pointed out with a phobia[3] about the immature butterflies.
“For me,” Rita differed, “it is the dead bodies that I fear most.”
“What about Eric?”
“I fear nothing.”
“I doubt it; he too fears dead bodies,” Rita disagreed.
“I agree with Rita; that is one of the things preventing him from joining university, to become like Richard,” Clare sided with her sister. 
“Who is Richard?” Mr Mvui asked.
“Our cousin,” Clare informed him.
“Oh yes, and how is he?”
“Busy with his studies.” Clare answered.
“Please, I don’t want to go to university because my passion lies elsewhere; you should be appreciating my point of view, especially after what Mr Mvui has been teaching you!” Eric reminded his stubborn sister about their career guidance sessions.
“May be, but one thing is for sure, you too fear dead bodies,” Rita insisted.
“No, you are wrong. I do not fear people who are dead. It is just that I don’t want to see them; there is a big difference between the two,” Eric insisted.
“So, if it is indeed true that Eric fears nothing,” Mr Mvui weighed in, “then we can conclude that for him, everything on this earth has been demystified. But at the same time, we want to make sure that the conclusion we are drawing about Eric includes the ICT era. In other words, we want to start by demystifying the ICT era itself!” A broad smile came on Eric’s face.
“Dr Kip taught us something about it,” Rita recalled. 
“Really!” Mr Mvui beamed, and then inquired who the gentleman that Rita had mentioned was. The children told him who Dr Kip was.
“So, you have had earlier mentoring sessions?” To this question, the children replied in the affirmative.   
“Dr Kip taught us information technology (IT),” Eric informed him.
“What is the real meaning of IT then?” Mr Mvui asked.
“It’s about time; how to use it more efficiently,” Eric recalled.
“Oh, you know that already!” Mr Mvui was surprised.


Part II: Basis for Thriving in the 21st Century
Careering in the 21st Century





[1] 
[2] To see an opportunity and use it eagerly
[3] An extreme or abnormal fear of something
[4]To return to an earlier topic
[5] Electronic Numeric Integrator And Computer
[6]United States of America
[7] UNIVersal Automatic Computer
[8] Preceding
[9]Very well known
[10] A strong regular repeated pattern of sounds or movements 
[11]Having many uses
[12]Chief enemies
[13]Union of the Soviet Socialist Republics
[14]Confused
[15] A system of rules governing something
[16] To guide, steer or make one’s way
[17] Very large in quantity, size, area etc. 
[18] Known to be true or genuine
[19] Not correct; wrong
[20] Having a good reputation
[21] To take a quick look

[22] Done quickly with little or no warning
[23] To be very surprised at something, often admiring it very much
[24] To provide somebody with a good feature, ability etc.
[25]Out-of-date
[26]Of little importance
[27]A particular method of working or dealing with a task
[28]A passage or extract from a book, newspaper, film etc.
[29] To waste something foolishly or carelessly
[30] http://highschool.education.africa/ 
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