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Preface
Today, more than ever before, hundreds of thousands of students upon graduation are entering the work place without an idea of what to do based on their skills, interest, values, aptitude and available job opportunities. The lack of career guidance makes many of them choose courses which they have no interest in and, predictably, do under perform when they could easily have excelled in some other course. Many others soon after graduation wonder why they wasted all their time in school since they can’t get a job.
 
I first became aware of the need for career guidance when I was invited as a guest speaker to several high schools, some which are the top most in the country. There, quiet surprising to me, I noticed most students just wanted to be a lawyer, doctor or engineer (later I heard this is called Trinity!) oblivious of many other careers well- suited to them. Along the way I have received letters of desperate parents frustrated with children who had no clue what to become in life. As a teacher in higher education, over the years, I have also noticed the over concentration in a number of courses ignoring others which might offer better career opportunities. Some, in fact, were already over populated compared to the ratio of enrolment and present growth of the economy. I have seen students who for lack of advice have been duped into taking up courses, a number not even approved by the National Council for Higher Education (NCHE), offered by universities that are only interested in making money.
 
Sometime back, a young relative of mine, fast approaching twenty years, came over to my house and asked me to help him with school fees so as to repeat senior six and get to university. Naturally I asked him if he passed what he wanted to become. “I have not thought of that,” shyly he answered. “Perhaps do a degree in Mass Communication.” Immediately it occurred to me, as with so many, this young man has not been exposed to a variety of careers and can’t explain why he even wants to do Mass Communications. Possibly he just heard somewhere that it is a good course; it is not about focusing in his area of strength. He certainly has not given time to reflect on his aspiration in life and what he needs to do to get there: should he begin with a diploma or aim for university education right way. Does this course offer attractive job opportunities or is it a dead end. More importantly, what jobs can he do while pursuing his ultimate dream.
 
To succeed in life, which all those who go to school desire as a matter of fact, is much a game of wits: choosing the right career to invest in will go a long way in determining how successful one ends up. In knowing much about careers, which anyone can save and invest in today unlike in the past when education was restricted to a select few, I believe, will benefit all those who crave to be successful. It is, therefore, my hope Everyone Can Have a Successful Career can change your life to be all that you want.
 
Martin M. Lwanga 
Kampala   
February, 2013
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