
    
      
        
          
        
      

    



    
        
          Kwaku and the Spider's Secret

        

        
        
          Tales from Ghana, Volume 1

        

        
        
          N.K. Aning

        

        
          Published by N.K. Aning, 2025.

        

    



  
    
    
      While every precaution has been taken in the preparation of this book, the publisher assumes no responsibility for errors or omissions, or for damages resulting from the use of the information contained herein.

    
    

    
      KWAKU AND THE SPIDER'S SECRET

    

    
      First edition. December 31, 2025.

      Copyright © 2025 N.K. Aning.

    

    
    
      ISBN: 978-9988413125

    

    
    
      Written by N.K. Aning.

    

    
      10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

    

  



  	
	    
	      Also by N.K. Aning

	    

      
	    
          
	      Imaginaterium

          
        
          
	          Pierce and the City of Imaginaterium

          
        
          
	          Pierce and the Fallen Gods

          
        
          
	          The legend of Pierce and Peter :The Dawn

          
        
          
	          A God's Dying Breath

          
        
          
	          Pierce and the Edge of Eternity (Coming Soon)

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Poetry

          
        
          
	          In Her Eyes

          
        
          
	          The Agony of Life

          
        
          
	          A Memory of Death

          
        
          
	          The Pain of Life

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Short Stories

          
        
          
	          The Bronze Man's Secret

          
        
          
	          Jack and God

          
        
          
	          Jason and the Great Dragon

          
        
          
	          The State

          
        
          
	          First Contact

          
        
          
	          The Agony of a Slave

          
        
          
	          The Encounter

          
        
          
	          The Exorcism of Martha Freeman

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Sickle Boy

          
        
          
	          Sickle Boy: The Last Guardian

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Tales from Ghana

          
        
          
	          Kwaku and the Spider's Secret

          
        
          
	          
          
        
          
	          Tetteh and the Lightning Stone

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      The Adventures of Afia

          
        
          
	          The Missing Golden Stool

          
        
          
	          Afia and the Missing Mask

          
        
          
	          Afia and the Secret Lake of Bosomtwe

          
        
          
	          Afia and the Lost Drum of War

          
        
          
	          Afia and the Phantom Gold

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      The Children of Nyame

          
        
          
	          The Children of Nyame: Awakening

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      The Dilemma Series

          
        
          
	          The Christian Dilemma

          
        
          
	          God in the  Midst of Pain and Suffering

          
        
          
	          Reality

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Standalone

          
        
          
	          Prophecy

          
        
          
	          Damned

          
        
          
	          The Conjuring

          
        
          
	          The Addiction

          
        
          
	          Loving You

          
        
          
	          The God Dilemma

          
        
          
	          A Song for Eyram

          
        
          
	          The Infernal Jury

          
        
          
	          The Bronze Man's Secret and Other Stories

          
        
          
	          The Agony of a Slave and Other Stories

          
        
          
	          The Dilemma

          
        
          
	          Son of a Priest

          
        
          
	          The Wit, Wisdom & Folly of Donald Trump

          
        
          
	          Land of no Return

          
        
          
	          The Paradox of God

          
        
          
	          The Most Beautiful Thing

          
        
          
	          Whispers Beneath the Baobab

          
        
          
	          The Weaver of Stories

          
        
          
	          Ashes of a Broken God

          
        
          
	          The Golden Stool’s Shadow

          
        
          
	          Son of Ananse

          
        
          
	          Ananse and the Web of Stories (Coming Soon)

          
        
      

      
    
    


Table of Contents

Title Page

Copyright Page

Also By N.K. Aning

Dedication

CHAPTER ONE

CHAPTER TWO

CHAPTER THREE

CHAPTER FOUR

CHAPTER FIVE

CHAPTER SIX

CHAPTER SEVEN

Further Reading: Tetteh and the Lightning Stone

Also By N.K. Aning

About the Author



  	
  	
			 

			
		
    To my kids

      

    

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

CHAPTER ONE
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Kwaku Essoun was never supposed to go into his grandmother’s room. It was an unspoken rule they had all learnt after having been scolded severely. Their grandmother, Nana Efua, everyone affectionately called her.

One day when Nana Efua went to visit her good friend auntie Esi, for their regular gossip, Kwaku decided to take his chance. He tiptoed down the hallway and opened the door to his grandmother’s room. He paused when he heard the cat meowing behind him.

“Shh! I’m just taking a peek.” Kwaku said, a mischievous grin on his face. The cat simply cocked its head and walked away. “You’re getting no fish from me.”

Inside his grandmother’s room, it smelled of shea butter, old books and pepper soup. Grandma always liked to eat in her room. Kwaku knew he had to be fast. His grandma would be back soon from her routine gossip. Sunlight spilled through the window and shone on a wooden box at the foot of Nana Efua’s bed. Curious, Kwaku approached it. The box was beautiful. It was carved with golden swirls and tiny spider patterns on it.

Kwaku grinned, rubbing his hands together. “Finally, I will see where grandma hides her toffees.” That old woman was protective of her sweets like a hawk. He knelt beside the box and was enthralled by the splendid decorations. Kwaku touched the carvings and felt a sensation he couldn’t quite explain. The carvings felt warm under his touch.

Kwaku lifted the lid of the box. No one was there to stop him yet his heart was pounding in his chest. He knew if his grandma caught him, he was in deep trouble. Inside the box were piles of kente clothes, some beads and figurines. But something caught his eye underneath the pieces of cloth. He reached in and pulled it out, careful not to dislodge the folded items.

It was another piece of kente but something about it was different. Patterns of red, green and gold run through the kente with golden spiderwebs. It was almost as if the kente was glowing.

“Ah this will make a fine cape for super boy!” Kwaku said, wrapping it around his shoulders, hands on his hips as a draft blew the kente as it flared behind him.

He paused in front of the mirror and posed in a superhero style, a grin on his face. Then he heard a tiny voice.
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