The Baker Street Bust
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CHAPTER ONE
 
 "How about we check out 221B Baker Street, where Sherlock Holmes lived?" Luke suggested with a spark of excitement. "That’d be cool." 
"Luke, Sherlock Holmes wasn’t even real," Jason replied, raising an eyebrow. "I know that," Luke grinned, "but it’s still one of the most famous streets in London." 
Luke Mills, Jason Betelli, and Julie Kostas—also known as the kid detectives—had one week left of their London holiday. The previous week, they’d solved the mystery of a missing student, Stefan Bodich, who was now back at school. 
"I think there’s a Sherlock Holmes Museum there," Julie chimed in. "And a hotel, a restaurant, maybe other themed shops." \
Jason wrinkled his nose. "A museum for a fictional guy? Seriously?" 
"Why not?" Luke said with a shrug. "People from all over the world visit Baker Street. Must be worth seeing." 
Baker Street lay in the heart of the Marylebone district in central London. After checking the map, the trio hopped on the Tube at Farringdon Station, catching the Hammersmith and City Line westbound. Fifteen minutes later, they were stepping onto the platform at Baker Street Station 221B Baker Street is a fictional address. 
The Museum is housed in a Georgian townhouse that closely matches the description of Holmes’ residence in the stories. It has three floors. The ground floor is a gift shop selling souvenirs, books, and items such as deerstalker hats (Sherlock Holmes wore a deerstalker hat in all the stories) and magnifying glasses. Jason loved it. He bought a red deerstalker hat, saying he would always wear it on their future cases. It was a great place to buy small items that could not be purchased any where else. All three of them bought small Sherlock Holmes memorabilia for their families. 
On the first floor, the centre-piece of the museum is a meticulously recreated study and sitting room as described in the Sherlock Holmes books. It is furnished in Victorian style with objects like a chemist’s set, a violin, pipes, and Holmes’ detective tools. Adjoining the study is Dr. Watson’s bedroom with medical tools and Victorian décor. The second floor has scenes from the Sherlock Holmes stories with wax figures from the books such as the hound of the Baskervilles, and Professor Moriarty, plus various memorabilia. A letters and documents section showcases letters and documents that pretend to have been written by the characters themselves. Mrs Hudson’s room, the lady who was Sherlock Holmes’ house keeper, is on the third floor. 
Items belonging too Holmes and Dr. Watson such as clothing, weapons, and case related props are also displayed on this floor. Throughout the museum, the walls, staircases, and hallways, are adorned with photographs and illustrations from the stories, as well as original artwork depicting scenes from various cases. The Museum is designed to create an atmosphere for visitors of the world of Sherlock Holmes, with authentic Victorian furniture, decor, and personal items that make you feel like you’ve stepped into the pages of the stories. The museum is a true depiction of the period, giving a glimpse of life in late 19th-century London. 
 
CHAPTER TWO 
 
After two hours of exploring every nook and cranny of the museum, the kids finally took a break, heading to the McDonald's at the far end of Baker Street for some much needed food and drink. While they were eating, the Manager appeared with another man, both of them scanning the floor with intense concentration. They moved between tables, crouching low and peering underneath, as if hunting for something lost—or something hidden. After five minutes of searching in vain, they gave up, empty-handed. The man looked visibly agitated, his eyes darting around in frustration. After a tense, hurried exchange with the Manager, he walked out of the restaurant. 
As Julie adjusted in her seat, she heard a faint clink. Something small rolled across the floor, it had been under her shoe. It was a small flash drive. “This might have been what they were looking for, she said …….
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