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        —NICK AND CHERYL DEKONING
        FOUNDING DIRECTORS, YOUTH WITH A MISSION, UGANDA
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      When the King is Pleased is a gem, an all-time, and great contribution to Christian writing. In this book, the author reflects on Esther’s pleasant and enviable relationship with King Ahasuerus, taking us much further, enticing us to nurture a pleasant personal relationship with our King too. Using her wide and deep knowledge of scripture, Stella unravels the true secrets that please our King, causing Him to stretch His sceptre toward us in favour. She shows us how to sincerely reciprocate the Father’s amazing love and gracefully urges us on to passionate prayer.

      She offers wise tips on: how to pray God’s will, how to overcome the hindrances to our prayers, how to pray through our dark valleys and how to grow our faith. The book inspires us to walk our daily lives in honour to Christ our King. A must read for every passionate lover of The King!

      
        
        —Rev. Jenny Sheldon

        Church of England

        Chislehurst, UK

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            INTRODUCTION

          

        

      

    

    
      To exhaust the subject of prayer in its entirety is, indeed, an impossible task. In this volume, therefore, I seek only to highlight one aspect, “pleasing God” as it relates to prayer.

      I draw from the example of Esther, the Jewish orphan who so pleased the king in every respect that she received all she asked for. Her story is taken here as a model for answered prayer, and tries to answer the prayer warrior’s questions, such as:

      
        
          	
        How should I approach the King?
      

      	
        Does the King have favourites?
      

      	
        Whose prayer is answered and whose is not?
      

      	
        What one thing could hinder my prayer?
      

      	
        Is there such a thing as a short-cut to receiving express answers?
      

      	
        Could the King truly grant whatever is petitioned?
      

      	
        Does prayer present conditions upon the prayer warrior?
      

      	
        What must I do for all my requests to be granted by the King (God)?
      

      

      

      These and other similar questions drew me to seek out some answers.

      Interestingly, as I studied on, I noted that whilst King Ahasuerus kept imploring Esther: “What is your petition? It shall be granted. And what is your request? Even to half of my kingdom, it shall be fulfilled,” (See Esther 5:3,6,7:2,9:12). Queen Esther each time introduced her petition with the phrase: “If it pleases the king” or “If I have found favour…”

      This condition, “if it pleases the king,” opened my mind to the fact that the king retained the right either to grant or to deny petitions. Since the King holds supreme authority to do as He pleases, I should, like Queen Esther, be found pleasing in His sight if my prayers are to be answered.

      Esther met certain conditions before her requests could be granted. Yet, I could not help but covet the golden opportunity the king presented to her: the invitation to ask for whatever she desired!

      I found myself imagining that, were I in such a position, known to someone as highly placed as King Ahasuerus was to Esther, and were I invited to ask whatever I sought for, I would not hesitate for a moment. I would cry out boldly, “Destroy my enemies!” or “Give me this and that…” “Make me someone great! Bless my life abundantly!” I could not stop wishing: if only I had such a person…if only I had…! 

      As I pitifully considered my status quo, a glorious realisation dawned on me: there is indeed another King who has made a similar offer to all who accept and believe in Him. He is not merely a king, but the King of kings! How thrilling this truth became to me, that you and I have Him too! He is the Saviour, Jesus Christ, the Son of God, and this is His enduring declaration to each of us:

      
        
        “If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you,” (John 15:7 NASB).

      

        

      
        “…whatever you ask in My name, that I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If you ask anything in My name, I will do it,” (John 14:13). 

      

        

      
        “Therefore, I say to you, whatever things you ask when you pray, believe that you receive them, and you will have them,” (Mark 11:24).

      

      

      Wow! I rubbed my eyes and read it again. There it was in black and white. My King was inviting me to ask for anything. He was promising to grant whatever I sought after in humble prayer! I could hardly contain the joy of the truth that an open door before The King was available to me too. I resolved to make the very best of this relationship; to live each day with the purpose of pleasing Him, so that I attain to the privileges this relationship presents.

      Although I had read this story many times before, this aspect had never gripped me as it did this time. I began to reflect deeply on how the King’s pleasure could affect my own prayer life. With great enthusiasm, I embarked on the journey of discovering how it all ended with Queen Esther’s petitions, since she herself had initiated this remarkable condition: “If it pleases the king…”

      Strangely, as I read on, the phrase “when the king is pleased” echoed at the back of my mind, almost as though it were the title of a book, although I could not recall ever having read it before. I was certain that such a book would contain important guidance on how to please the King and then watch as prayers got answered one by one, just as it happened with Queen Esther! I determined to find that book. I searched for it on every shelf within my reach, at home, in the office, among friends, yet I could not find it. Still, I hoped that one day I would. Then, quite unexpectedly, a thought flashed across my mind, “But this is the book!”

      
        
        “Which book?” I wondered.

      

        

      
        “This one!” came the impression.

      

        

      
        “Where?” I asked again, glancing around the room.

      

        

      
        “This book!” the impression persisted.

      

        

      
        I paused in silent wonder. To me, there was no book in sight. Then came the unmistakable prompting, “Write that book!”

      

        

      
        “Write that book?” I thought, startled. The impression clung to my conscience like superglue, yet I had never written a book before! At that moment, I recognised the source of that firm yet gentle voice. It was the voice of the Holy Spirit, the Spirit who bears witness to the works of God among His children from generation to generation.

      

      

      Having recognised His voice, I allowed that impression to settle deeply within me. Eventually, I found myself casually telling friends that I was going to write a book!

      I returned to the study of Esther’s story, and, little by little, the Holy Spirit kept unfolding those insights into the book you now hold in your hands. It is my prayer that these pages will encourage you, and that your joy in the Lord will be made complete as you discover the power of answered prayer.

      “Until now you have asked nothing in My name. Ask, and you will receive, that your joy may be full,” (John 16:24).

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
            ONE

          

          
            A SEAT LOST AND FOUND

          

        

      

    

    
      The garden court resounded with the bustling echoes of animated invitees. Loud music and gleeful laughter filled the air, echoing across the entire citadel. The atmosphere was fresh and bright; the sky was clear, untroubled by the bullying of gloomy clouds. Oh my! What splendour! The fabulous décor around the courtyard bore witness to the artistry of skilful craftsmen. Curtains of white and blue, richly woven, hung on cords of fine purple linen, secured with silver rings fastened to gleaming marble pillars. The couches were fashioned exclusively of gold and silver, while the pavement dazzled with mosaic marble inlaid with touches of precious stones.

      At the far end of the court, large tables groaned under the weight of mouth-watering cuisines. Delicacies of all sorts mischievously teased the appetite, while the nose-piercing aroma of oriental spices overwhelmed the tastebuds! The royal wine, served in unique golden goblets, flowed in luxurious abundance.

      This day was nothing like the six before it; for it was the seventh and last of the great banquet the king had given to all his subjects, both great and small. It was the culmination of the festivities, a dazzling display of his majesty’s pomp and magnificence. All this took place in none other than Susa, the capital of the mighty kingdom of Ahasuerus, King of Persia.

      On this exceptionally glamorous day, the King, his heart merrily stirred with royal wine, commanded his eunuchs to bring before him his enchanting Queen Vashti, adorned with her royal crown. He longed to display her captivating beauty before his distinguished guests, a gesture that would serve as the crowning glory of the noble occasion, like icing on a cake. For the King took pride in having won so rare a beauty as his queen Vashti!

      At once, the loyal eunuchs made their way to the palace quarters, where Queen Vashti was also hosting an exclusive banquet for the women. Without delay, they delivered the King’s special message to her. When the Queen received the message, her countenance fell. This was not what she had expected! She gazed at the eunuchs with evident scepticism, pausing for a moment in deep thought. She was clearly not inclined to yield and with a slow shake of her head, she seemed to indicate refusal. Finally, having resolved within herself, she blatantly let out her answer: “No, I am not going anywhere!”

      As I imagine, the whole atmosphere froze at that moment. The revelry fell silent. Astonished whispers passed among the women as bewilderment spread: What could be the matter with Her Majesty? Some of the bolder women urged her aloud to comply: “Why, Your Majesty? Why not go to your husband? We are perfectly fine without you!” Others, struck dumb with horror, could only stare in disbelief, while a few slipped quietly away from the banquet, fearful of what might follow such provocation. Certainly, the air had changed. The host herself had ruined the party.

      In utter defeat, the loyal eunuchs sheepishly carried this disparaging news back to the king. Upon hearing of his queen’s rejection, the king was so hotly inflamed. He silently paced up and down the hall, trying to figure out how best to deal with such embarrassment! He was determined not to let Vashti get away with it. Surely matters would not end in Vashti’s favour. The king would not allow himself to become the talk of Persia for being lenient with women, nor would he risk marring his public image before the men who so greatly admired his royal prowess. King Ahasuerus had to save face!

      Whatever her personal reasons for this let down, Vashti stood in very bad light, not only before the King, but also the nobles and all his majesty’s subjects. The courtesy befitting such a great day would obviously have been for Queen Vashti to humbly submit to the will of her husband, the King. Yet she would not yield!

      Meanwhile, great distress took a toll of the men. To them, the queen’s refusal was not merely an offence against the King, but against all of them collectively. They feared that, once news of Vashti’s misdeed spread, women everywhere would begin to look down on their husbands with gross contempt. The nobles, too, dreaded the consequences. If Vashti were permitted to go unpunished, this detestable behaviour would open floodgates to resentment within marriages across the magnificent Persian province, a very unfortunate precedent indeed. For until then, it was unheard of for a woman to publicly defy her husband!

      To prevent any such recurrence, the King sought the counsel of his wise men on what should be done to Vashti for having rejected his affectionate summons. A council of the highest-ranking officials was convened to interpret the law in this matter. Their recommendation was clear: a stern penalty must be applied. Vashti should never again appear before him, and her royal position should be given to another. Thus, would her fate serve as a solemn warning to any other potentially bad-mannered women in the citadel!

      The committee finally resolved that beautiful young virgins should be sought out for the king from all the one hundred and twenty-seven provinces. The young woman who would please the king most would then replace Vashti. This counsel thrilled the king, and a search was proclaimed throughout the provinces.

      Esther, the Jewish orphan, was advised by her Uncle Mordecai to take part in the contest, though he strictly instructed her not to reveal her true background. With that, Esther moved into the king’s harem with the other virgins, to be beautified (Esther 2:3).

      At the end of the mandated twelve-month beautification period; the virgins, all well prepared, were ready to meet the king. One by one each virgin took her overnight turn into the king’s chambers, taking with her whatever supplementary items she desired. However, when Esther’s turn came, she asked for nothing to take in with her except “that” which Hegai, the king’s eunuch advised. How curious anyone would be to know what that was!

      I believe, however, that it must have been the Spirit of God using Hegai, to guide the one whom the Lord favoured for the royal throne. As a matter of fact, neither beauty nor supplements would have gained Esther victory in this tight contest. Therefore, the God of the Jews had to intervene. He stepped in with a ‘divine whisper,’ a wisdom tip conveyed through Hegai, in order that Esther should be ushered into her destiny. She was marked for favour.

      I believe that Esther, being the prayer warrior she was, did not just pass time sitting by being beautified. She must have dedicated time to pray, seeking God’s favour during those days of preparation. She knew that she was nothing special, and that the crown would never be hers without God’s help. What admirable wisdom!

      ESTHER ENTERS…

      The moment Esther appeared into the presence of the king, a hush fell over the chambers! There evidently seemed to be something unique about this young woman. The King’s heart skipped a beat! This woman embodied something divine, something not just superficial. Something beautiful from the inside out! Something awe-inspiring, something impossible to put into words!

      Certainly, all the preceding young women were stunning, but they lacked this kind of presence about them. The king seemed to be wondering, “Could this be some kind of signal from the gods?” (For he was yet to encounter the One and Only true God). Surely this young woman predicted nothing other than destiny itself.

      The king was so mesmerised by Esther’s unique presence, and not a word could escape his lips for a considerable while. He could not talk, just gaze! He seemed to be thinking as he nodded delightfully, “Surely, this must be the one, a real godsend!” Looking about the room, he turned in his seat, then sighed with relief, and said, “This brings the whole wearisome contest to an end then!”

      The young Jewish woman extremely pleased King Ahasuerus, that he finally rose from his royal throne, and what’s more, upon Esther’s head he set the royal crown! The king had found a queen for himself. The contest was over. It was all smiles and congratulations upon his majesty!

      Alien, orphan, Jew; despite all that, Esther became the Queen. She was elevated to the most coveted seat in the land, the royal throne. This reminds us that:

      
        
        “He raises the poor from the dust and lifts the beggar from the ash-heap, to set them among princes, and make them inherit the throne of glory.” (1 Samuel 2:8)

      

      

      Triumphantly, a royal holiday was proclaimed throughout the provinces, and a sumptuous feast, the Feast of Esther, was held in her honour.

      That which Vashti despised and lost, had now been found and secured by a one most seemingly undeserving, Esther the Jewish orphan who pleased the King most of all!

      Truly, “exaltation comes neither from the east nor from the west nor from the south. But God is the Judge: He puts down one, and exalts another.” (Psalm 75:6-7)

      REFLECTIONS BEFORE THE THRONE

      
        
        
        Reflection: A seat at the King’s table is open to those who please Him. His favour draws us into His presence.

        Key Question: Do you believe that a seat at the King’s table is open for you too? If not, why not?

        Application: Meditate on Matthew 7:7-8 and reignite your prayer life.
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