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      Welcome, dear reader, to Whispers of Wonder: Tales from the past. Within these pages, you’ll find a treasury of stories inspired by the playful, wise, and sometimes   mischievous tales once told by our elders. These are not just stories for children, but gifts for all ages each crafted to bring a smile to your face, a spark to your imagination, and a gentle lesson to your heart.

      Here, rivers can cry, chameleons can teach, and even tortoises can run faster than the wind. You’ll meet a cast of quirky characters whose adventures are filled with humor and meaning. These tales were once part of everyday life, passed down from grandparents to grandchildren, teaching us not only to laugh, but also how to live, love and be kind.

      As we step into an era where technology often takes center stage, let this collection be a bridge connecting young readers to the wisdom of the past, and reminding adults of the values that shaped their own childhoods. Whether you are reading alone or sharing these stories with family, may they inspire joy, curiosity, and reflection.

      So, turn the page adventure, laughter and gentle lessons await!

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            THE SILENTLY CRYING RIVER

          

          MIYOBA

        

      

    

    
      
        
        Discover Miyoba, the river whose silent strength and hidden feelings remind us to care for those who quietly support us
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      Once upon a time, nestled between rolling green hills and whispering woods of Kapyaangu village, there flowed a river named Miyoba. During the day, Miyoba sparkled beneath the golden sun, winding gently through forest and villages, bringing joy and cool relief to all the creatures living along its banks. Children splashed and played in its refreshing waters, elders rested by its side sharing stories, and animals of every kind drank and bathed in its gentle current. To all who knew it, Miyoba seemed to be the happiest river in the world.

      Yet, beneath that shimmering surface, Miyoba held a secret that even the oldest Mupapa tree, rooted for centuries at the water’s edge, never guessed. When the moon hung high and the world grew silent, Miyoba wept. His silent tears mingled with his own waters, making them saltier and softer, but nobody noticed. Not the frogs who croaked their lullabies at dusk, nor the ducks who quacked and splashed at dawn. The river’s sadness flowed unseen.

      One night, a little fish named Chibuta Matuku, who was always curious and never quite ready for sleep, noticed something strange. As the moonlight danced on the rippling surface, Chibuta, saw tiny tremors ripples softer and sadder than usual. Swimming closer, Chibuta asked, “Why do you tremble so when the moon shines, Miyoba?”

      Miyoba sighed a sound like the gentlest wave brushing a pebble. “Everyone comes to me with their worries,” Miyoba whispered. “They wash away their tears, share their troubles, and I listen. I comfort. But no one ever asks how the river feels. So, I cry when no one is looking.”

      Chibuta’s heart ached. “That doesn’t seem fair,” he said softly. “You give so much, but never ask for anything in return.”

      The next morning, Chibuta, swam swiftly through the water, gathering all of Miyoba’s friends. The frogs hopped up, curious. The ducks waddled over, quacking questions. Even the old willow tree stretched her branches to listen, leaves gently brushing the current. Finny cleared his throat and shared Miyoba’s secret.

      The friends were stunned. “We never thought to ask,” murmured the frogs. “We thought you were always happy,” quacked the ducks. “We’ve leaned on you for so long,” rustled the willow sadly.

      Realizing their oversight, the animals and plants decided to show Miyoba how much they cared. That evening, as the sun dipped low and painted the sky with hues of orange and lilac, they organized the first-ever “Thank You, Muyoba!” party. The frogs sang their loudest, silliest songs, while the ducks performed a wobbly water-ballet.

      The willow tree dropped her prettiest leaves as garlands that floated like little green boats. Fireflies blinked in perfect formation, spelling “THANK YOU” above the water, while the wind whistled a cheerful tune through the reeds.

      Miyoba was surprised, delight welling up inside him. His tears flowed freely not from sadness, but from joy. The joyful tears created a magical mist that hovered above the river, shimmering with rainbow light. Villagers came out, laughing in wonder as the mist tickled their noses and made their hair stand on end.

      From that day forward, everyone made it a habit to thank Miyoba. The villagers and animals sang to him, cleaned his banks, and sometimes just sat quietly by his side, listening to the gentle stories he whispered to those who cared to hear. Muyoba still cried sometimes, but now his tears were of happiness a feeling as deep and enduring as the river itself.

      So, if you ever walk by a quietly sparkling river and see a mist rising in the moonlight, remember: it may not be just water. It could be a river’s laughter, a gentle reminder from Miyoba e that even the strongest and quietest among us have feelings that matter.

      Moral: Sometimes, the quietest friends have the loudest feelings remember to ask how they are, too. Like Miyoba, many quietly bear the burdens of others. May we always strive to reach out, check in, and thank those who support us mirroring the love and empathy that Jehovah desires from his people.
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