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FOREWORD

	I have known Faith Nyokabi for a number of years. We met and served together in The Bible Way Ministries Mombasa, formerly known as The Mombasa Pentecostal Church. She came to Mombasa to work after her university education, but unlike other young people, Faith stood out in her commitment to the things of God and her desire to grow deeper in the knowledge of God. 

	She availed herself to study and go through the Church’s membership, discipleship, and leadership programmes. She grew to serve in various leadership capacities and became one of our key teachers in our discipleship and leadership programmes. 

	She also rose to become the overall leader of our homebased Bible groups, commonly referred to as Home Cells. She served as a Resource Mobilisation Committee Member for our primary school in the mission field and many other areas. Faith understands the importance of prayer for a believer and is committed to a life of prayer. She lives out her Christian faith in humility and love for the brethren, a true example of what a follower of Christ should be.

	In writing this, YES LORD, Faith is penning down that which she is living, ‘A life yielded to the will and ways of the Lord.’

	In this book, Faith has highlighted the basic calls of a Christian believer and challenges us to evaluate our personal response to each of these calls.

	It is not enough to respond to just one or two of the calls placed upon us by the Master. We need to be sure that we have said, YES LORD to all of God’s calls upon us. YES LORD, even to the call to suffering, because like Christ, we learn obedience by the things we suffer.

	And also, if we suffer with Him, we will also reign with Him. This is quite contrary to the orientation of many believers nowadays who tend to believe in a faith devoid of hardships.

	If you desire to grow wholesomely as a Christian believer, you will find this book very helpful as you purpose to say, YES LORD to God’s will and way. May God bless you as you prayerfully commit to read it slowly so as to glean every nugget of faith penned down in its pages. 

	Above all, do not forget to pause, reflect, and pray, inviting the Holy Spirit to guide you unto all truth and commit not just to be a hearer of the Word but a doer of the same. God bless you as you delve deeper into finding the will of God for your life.

	Rev. Flora Agwora Arati 

	Pastor, Bible Way Ministries, Bamburi, Mombasa.

	It gives me great pleasure and honour to pen down a foreword for this book, having known Faith as a passionate and dedicated servant, yielding to God’s calling as a great mentor and evangelist, from the time she joined Bible Way Ministry in Mombasa, Kenya. Her call to ministry is an inspiration to many as she preaches at every opportune time.

	Faith, in this book, carries a simple objective of making each reader yearn and gather courage to say these words, “YES LORD, I yield to your call!” It is upon this juxtaposition of ideas that I find the author well placed to talk about this subject, having seen her serve in our local Church and her personal life testimonies narrated in this book and how she responded to YES LORD.

	Many relevant examples from the Bible and correct interpretation of the Scriptures are backed with emphasis on Jesus Christ’s teachings, who spoke in parables to His audience but in plain language with His disciples, while mentoring them to greater responsibilities of the Gospel to the whole world. As you start off the book, you will encounter the prophet Samuel, who heard and listened to God’s call, as well as the prophet Isaiah’s admirable response to God’s call upon his life.

	Faith clearly elaborates that the process of yielding to God’s call starts when man realises his or her spiritual nakedness. The author draws our attention to Genesis 3:9, where God is looking for man and asking, “Where are you?” Not because He did not know where man is, but because He needs man to acknowledge his sinful state and see his need for God’s saving grace.

	This is God’s amazing grace and unconditional love to man; God is relentlessly pursuing him for reconciliation, sanctification, and fulfilment of his purpose. 

	The response to evangelism by every believer will make the world much easier when members of the Body of Christ submit themselves to the sanctifying work of the Spirit. 

	Faith inspires the world with her story as a young girl when she met a group of young men and witnessed to one of them in such an amazing way, demonstrating the truths of Romans 10:14 and the Spirit’s power. 

	To all who accept the call of Jesus to follow him, they receive a mandate to be His witnesses, and the author elaborately explains how she experienced this call, and I believe that it is this call that has propelled her to write this Spirit-inspired masterpiece for God’s glory.

	Faith uniquely gives readers insights on the call to unity of spirit and mind, which is a mandatory call to those who are washed in the Blood of the Lamb. She asserts that many believers today struggle to live in unity because they lack a deep understanding of what it means to submit. 

	Faith’s experience in submission to God, as well as relevant examples citing Jesus’ teachings—including that in Matthew 16:15-19, where Simon Peter revealed the holistic identity of Jesus—all serve to firm up the glorious revelation of the call to unity.

	Faith’s firm emphasis that a believer’s performance rating will not be against other people’s performance, but rather against their God-given ability, is transformational.

	It strongly reminds us that every believer has been called and given authority, spiritual gifts, knowledge, skills, abilities, and material resources, which they must steward.

	Regarding God’s call to believers to raise godly offspring, Faith shares profound lessons applicable to both men and women, both young and advanced in age. She vividly teaches on God’s call to suffering, enabling readers to understand that a believer’s election in Christ includes suffering and persecution for their faith. 

	Undoubtedly, this captivating, highly engaging book will motivate readers to get to the last chapter, which is filled with hope for each believer to finish their race well. 

	The message in this chapter challenges believers to remain sober and alert, guarding against all worldly influences. Believers’ minds must be made up that they want nothing to do with worldliness, for friendliness with the world is enmity with God. I invite every believer to spare time and read these inspiring words that will align your perception of the various aspects of God’s calling to His Word and encourage you to respond with a resounding ‘yes.’

	Dr. Stephen Andayi (PhD), Possibilities Africa Ministry

	Country Ministry Director, Kenya and East Africa Regional Hub

	



	


INTRODUCTION

	Jesus, while on earth, tended to speak to the crowds in parables, but to the disciples, He spoke in plain words and explained the meaning of the parables. This perturbed the disciples, and in Matthew 13:10, they asked Him, “Why do you speak to the people in parables?” 

	Jesus’ response to the disciples in Matthew 13:11ESV is still His response to the Church today, “Because the knowledge of the secrets of the Kingdom of Heaven has been given to you, but not to them.” 

	The mysteries of the Gospel are the secrets of the Kingdom of God revealed to citizens of that Kingdom. Indeed, blessed are those whose spiritual eyes see and whose spiritual ears hear; they that understand the secrets of the Kingdom of God revealed by the Spirit (Matthew 13:16). 

	It is without doubt that the mysteries of God’s Kingdom are now accessible to God’s children, and for such blessings, the righteous men of old longed to live in the times we live in. Sadly, many believers live ignorant and detached from their rich inheritance.

	One of the mysteries of God is His pursuit and call to mankind for reconciliation, sanctification, unity of Spirit, making disciples, stewardship, raising a godly offspring, suffering, and enduring to the end. Ever since the fall of man in Genesis 3, God—in His mercy and grace—has been calling.

	Genesis 3:8-9 states that when Adam and Eve heard the sound of God as He was walking in the Garden of Eden, their response was to hide.

	Why were they hiding? They hid because of the spiritual separation and shame that came as a result of the sin they committed. Even today, the natural response of man to his or her sinfulness is ‘to hide.’

	The good news is that we cannot hide from God. All is laid bare in His presence.

	Where can I go from your Spirit? Where can I flee from your presence? If I go up to the Heavens, you are there; if I make my bed in the depths, you are there. If I rise on the wings of the dawn, if I settle on the far side of the sea, even there your hand will hold me fast. 

	Psalm 139:7-10

	I pray that as you go through this book, you will evaluate whether there is any hiding-from-God behaviour in your life. If there be any such behaviour, I pray that you will repent and be reconciled, and realign to God’s purpose for your life.

	Just like in Bible times, God is in the business of calling each believer to His purposes. Samuel’s story is a good example of God calling an individual to a specific responsibility and assignment. The boy Samuel was ministering in the Lord’s temple under the leadership of Eli the high priest. 

	One night, the Lord called Samuel, but because Samuel was not familiar with the Lord’s voice, twice he responded by running to Eli, who was asleep.

	The third time Samuel heard the call, he responded appropriately since he was guided by Eli on what to say, “Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening” (1 Samuel 1:2-10).

	Samuel encountered God in this incident and received special grace to operate in his mandate as a prophet in Israel. As you read through each chapter of this book, I pray that your heart will bear the prophet Samuel’s attitude, “Speak, Lord; I am listening.”

	The Lord was with Samuel as he grew up, and he let none of his words fall to the ground. And all Israel from Dan to Beer-sheba recognised that Samuel was attested as a prophet of the Lord. The Lord continued to appear at Shiloh, and there he revealed himself to Samuel through his Word.

	1 Samuel 1:19-20

	Another example of a person that God called is the prophet Isaiah. Isaiah encountered God’s glory in the year that King Uzziah died. King Uzziah is said to have been related to Isaiah, and perhaps he provided certain comforts that distracted Isaiah from the Lord. 

	In this glorious encounter with the Lord, Isaiah heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” Isaiah’s response is admirable and ought to be our response to the Lord’s call, “Here am I; send me!” (Isaiah 6:1-8).

	God’s call upon young Jeremiah is one that reveals God’s ability to reach out to us at our level. God began by encouraging Jeremiah that his appointment had nothing to do with his earthly credentials since God chose him before he was formed in his mother’s womb (Jeremiah 1:5).

	Jeremiah, just like many of us, had doubts. He considered himself too young and also questioned his ability to speak. Perhaps as you go through this book, there will be moments when doubt will creep in, and you will question your ability.

	When these moments come, remember God’s faithfulness, that He watches over His Word to perform it (Jeremiah 1:12).

	God had great confidence in Jeremiah, and in His last instructions concerning his calling, He charged him, “Get yourself ready! Stand up and say to them whatever I command you” (Jeremiah 1:17).

	As you read through the pages of this book, the Holy Spirit will highlight to you areas that you need to prepare yourself in. In other moments, He will summon you to courage and action. Take heed, for the Lord who is calling you assures you of victory; He will be with you and rescue you in your time of need (Jeremiah 1:19).

	Lastly, we can learn from the prophet Ezekiel’s call. God’s call to Ezekiel was also very specific (Ezekiel 2:3), and this seems to consistently be the nature of God’s instructions that call us to His purposes.

	Whereas there was a celebratory part of Ezekiel’s call where he experienced the manifest power of God’s Spirit and was awed to hear God’s voice in perfect clarity, there was also a part of his call that was difficult to the ear. 

	God unapologetically pronounced to him, 

	The people to whom I am sending you are obstinate and stubborn.

	This hard-to-internalise reality relates well to some of the aspects of God’s calling written in this book.

	For example, God is calling you to the unity of Spirit with believers who are a work in progress in His hands, and the truth is that some of them require much work! Secondly, God is calling you to make disciples, and this is a rigorous process that will demand your involvement in the lives of people and sharing your life (even the not-so-comfortable parts).

	Remember that God’s calling is not for your enjoyment (even though bountiful blessings abide with those who obey) but for His purposes. When you question the reward, or when you feel like giving in to the discouragements that face you in the course of obeying your calling, remember God’s Word to Ezekiel, 

	And whether they listen or fail to listen … they will know that a prophet has been among them … do not be afraid of them or their words. Do not be afraid though briers and thorns are all around you and you live among scorpions. Ezekiel 2:5-6

	I pray that nothing will distract you from saying ‘yes’ to the callings of God upon your life. I pray for unwavering faith and unrelenting hope. 

	I pray for your patient endurance and unyielding zeal in obeying each of God’s callings in this book. 

	Amid opposition, persecution, suffering, and various forms of testing, God is assuring you that, 

	I will make your forehead like the hardest stone, harder than flint. Do not be afraid of them … Ezekiel 3:9 

	You have overcome because Jesus overcame (Romans 8:37), and take confidence in His grace, which is sufficient for you (2 Corinthians 12:9).

	I grew up singing a song by Alvin Slaughter titled “Yes Lord, Yes.” The chorus of the song has become dear to me over the years, and I pray that by the end of this book, the words in this chorus will become one of your lifelong prayers:

	I’ll say yes Lord yes,

	To Your will and to Your way,

	I’ll say yes Lord yes,

	I will trust You and obey,

	When Your Spirit speaks to me,

	With my whole heart, I’ll agree,

	And my answer will be yes Lord yes.

	Saying ‘yes’ to the call of God ought not to be a one-off incident but a daily practice for any believer. Saying ‘yes’ starts at the point of salvation, where a believer welcomes Jesus into their life to be Lord and Saviour. 

	Thereafter, a ‘yes’ is required at every path, turn, and curvature of a believer’s journey of faith, to the very end of his or her life. 

	The purpose of this book is, therefore, to encourage you to be strong and courageous in obeying God’s call and guidance, and as He leads, may your response be YES LORD.
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